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Contractor trying again
to finish U.S. 550 paving
~SIGNPOST STAFF
The application of specialty asphalt over the
recently rebuilt and widened U.S. Highway 550 in
Bernalillo is back on after the robust monsoon season rained out earlier plans.
The overnight work, previously set to begin on
June 20, now is to start on August 17 and continue
into early September. While the main project was
done months ago, the contractor was waiting for
warm nights to do the paving.
Work is being scheduled from as early as 7:00
p.m. through 5:00 a.m., Monday evenings into Saturday mornings. The job requires closing two-lane
sections in each direction at night with at least two
lanes open in each direction during the day.
The finishing layer of asphalt known as an ongrade friction course improves traction and safety in
wet conditions. The overall work zone extends
about two miles from Camino del Pueblo in
Bernalillo to just past the State Road 528 intersection in Rio Rancho.

Streets close as
Bernalillo rail path
renews construuction
~SIGNPOST STAFF
Completion of a pedestrian trail and safety improvements along the railroad tracks in Bernalillo will
require two road closures with detours this month.
The closure of the Lucero Avenue rail crossing at
the south end of Bernalillo was to begin on July 28
and last up to two weeks, according to project contractor AUI Inc. of Albuquerque. The detour
involves Avenida Bernalillo, which crosses the
tracks and connects to Lucero via Camino del
Pueblo on the west and Gutierrez Road on the east.
Once that is done, work shifts to the Avenida
Bernalillo crossing for two weeks, starting August
18. Then Lucero becomes the detour link, via
Gutierrez and Camino del Pueblo.
Message boards warning of the detours are being
set up on Interstate 25 north and south of Exit 240,
the south Bernalillo/Avenida Bernalillo exit.
With the road crossings, construction focuses on a
fenced and paved pedestrian path along the east side
of the former BNSF Railway tracks, now owned by
the state of New Mexico. That includes nearly 0.4
miles between Lucero and Avenida Bernalillo and
not quite a mile from Calle Presidente north, bridging the town’s main irrigation canal to reach the
—continued on page 6
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Bernalillo Fire Department offered kids a welcome soaking during July ninety-degree temps.

Hot summer is
cool for kids
~BILL DIVEN

Kids took center stage, as they
often do, at two annual events in
Placitas and Bernalillo during
July. First up was the Placitas
Fourth of July parade, a community event where everyone has the
option to be part of the parade or
enjoy it from the side of State
Road 165 in the Village.
For some youngsters, it’s their
first time being in a parade even if
they’re too young to appreciate
what the date represents or what
all the red, white, and blue and
flags symbolize.
Other kids are old hands at this
parade and come prepared with
sacks, knowing July 4 is something of a summer Halloween.
The difference is the candy comes
to you, as treats fly through the air
from decorated trucks, trailer
floats, cars, and even hot-rods.
Election seasons can be especially
good for that, although few politicians were spotted this year.
Later in the month, on July 15, the
Bernalillo Police Department hosted
Cops in the Park, which is both a family
fun event and a chance to mingle with
officers from town, county, tribal, and
state police agencies, as well as health
care providers, emergency responders,
and even Rail Runner Express promoting its safety message of not playing
around railroads.
Not to let BPD have all the fun, the

Bernalillo Fire Department offered junior firefighter helmets and a chance to meet firefighters and inspect fire
trucks. As the event neared its end, and with the temperature in the mid-90s, the helmets provided protection, if it
was really wanted, from the downpour that hit the park.
No, it wasn’t the monsoon, and the few clouds hardly
were threatening. Instead, the deluge sprang from BFD’s
aerial ladder truck equipped with a snorkel watering the
grass and the young mob amid happy screams. Hey, Mom, I
don’t need a bath tonight.
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PARTY August 12th, 13th, 14th
50% OFF Over 100 Items!
Fri., Aug. 12th—4:00-6:30 Early Bird Party
Sat., Aug. 13th—10:00-5:00 Split Wood BBQ
Sun., Aug. 14th—10:00-5:00 Food Truck

Thank you for making this
milestone celebration a reality!
HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 505-867-7448
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960 • Bernalillo
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FILL YOUR CART WITH:
Boar’s Head Deli Meats
Artisanal Cheeses
Over 800+ Fine Wines
Cold Beer, Growlers, Spirits
Fresh Produce and Fresh Meat
Sage Bakery Bread
Bakery Desserts
and other Groceries
Located in Homestead Village, just 2 miles east of I-25 at 221 Highway 165
Open 9AM to 8PM • Sundays 9AM to 6PM • (505) 867-8661

SHOP THE MERC
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Mail thefts disrupt home
deliveries across Placitas
~BILL DIVEN
The Placitas Post Office looked like Christmas in July
as hundreds of residents used to home mail delivery
were suddenly left without it.
Instead of a short walk or drive to their clustered
neighborhood mailboxes, residents had to pay a visit to
Placitas Village post office, lining up and showing
proof of identity. By the count of the U.S. Postal Service (USPS), about 455 customers had fallen victim to
actual or attempted mail theft or were affected, even if
their individual boxes were not among the targets.
Residents groaned, taking to social media to vent over
word it could be two or more months before access to
cluster boxes could be restored.
“It’s been really frustrating,” said Pamela Berk, a resTheft from cluster mailboxes in Placitas led to alerts like this one, informing hundreds
ident of Ranchos de Placitas. “Basically, three or four
of residents they’d have to pick up their mail at the post office until locks could be changed.
weeks ago we went out to get our mail and there were
Multiple thefts were reported; no arrests have been made.
these pink signs all over.”
The notices taped to boxes specified the box had been
next week and we will immediately resume delivery… We thank our customers
vandalized and gave directions to the post office.
for their patience and share their concern for the safety of their mail.”
It didn’t help that when Berk went to the post office she was told she had no
The ongoing criminal investigation began after the first break-ins were
mail at all. That changed when postal workers resolved the confusion between
reported on July 1. It’s not clear how many cluster boxes, also known as comher address on Las Huertas Road and Camino de las Huertas about three miles
munity mailboxes, were damaged and how many individual mailboxes were
away.
opened.
As the end of July approached, however, things were looking brighter.
The one report received by the Sandoval County Sheriff’s Office came in on
“A number of centralized mailboxes were recently vandalized and are no
July 11 from western Placitas in the Vista de la Montaña neighborhood. There,
longer secure,” Phoenix-based USPS spokesperson Betty Fry said in a July 22
a resident had received notice that a package arrived the afternoon before and
email response to questions from the Signpost. “We’re replacing the locks early
—continued on page 7
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Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wills and Trusts
Special Needs Trusts
Probate and Trust Administration
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Documents
Elder Law
Guardianship and Conservatorship

During this time, we will be offering phone and video
conferencing. We also have emergency procedures
for isolated individuals to complete documents.
Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law,
is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar,
is the former division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity.
She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC
Located 10 minutes
from Placitas

(505) 798-2515
4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

From page 1
—Rail
Sandoval/US 550 Rail Runner station.
The construction price tag is $4.2 million in state, federal, and town money.
The New Mexico Department of Transportation also is involved in the project,
which the town is managing.
Already in place is the middle section
of the path, 0.4 miles from Avenida
Bernalillo to Calle President completed
in early 2019. That stretch includes the
Downtown Bernalillo Rail Runner Station and a paved pedestrian crossing of
the three tracks, complete with crossing
gates, bells, and flashing lights.
The town began pressing for the
improvements during a continuing history of pedestrian fatalities, as many as
14 between 1995 and 2019. The victims
included people believed to be under the
influence of drugs or alcohol, suicides,
and two people wearing headsets and
walking with their backs to approaching
trains.
The tracks had long been a walking
route through town, with the irrigation
ditch banks providing a path to
Bernalillo High School. The fencing and
formal pedestrian crossing were intended
to eliminate the multiple informal crossings of the tracks.

August awash in events for many
ages and interests
~SIGNPOST STAFF
With summer if full swing, annual events are happening around the town of Bernalillo and in Cuba
with the Sandoval County Fair.
Starting off, and continuing over three days, Celebrate Bernalillo With Us! presents Música y Mas at
the town’s Rotary Park. The celebration of music
and more features musical entertainment, food
trucks, kids’ jumpers, and slides.
The event will be in full swing on August 9, from
5:00 to 10:00 p.m.; August 10, from noon-11:00
p.m.; and August 11, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Rotary
Park is located in southern Bernalillo, about two
blocks west of Town Hall.
Coincident with those dates is the 329th annual
Las Fiestas de San Lorenzo, commemorating the
return of town residents from exile after the Pueblo
Revolt of 1680. The extensive list of events includes
religious services, traditional dances by Los Matachines, and a procession through the old town.
Details of Las Fiestas with historical background
and on the music lineup for Música y Mas can be
found on the website: TownOfBernalillo.org.
August 19 and 20 will see the 52nd Annual Sheriff’s Posse Rodeo from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. The rodeo
arena is at 1043 Rodeo Lane south of U.S. Highway
550 off Sheriff’s Posse Road or east from State
Road 528 on Venada Plaza Drive to Sheriff’s Posse
Road.
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On August 27, Bernalillo plays hosts the Mountain West Brew Fest from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at
Loretto Park in northern Bernalillo behind Our Lady
of Sorrows Catholic Church. Numerous area breweries will be represented, along with wineries and
dealers in cider and spirits plus food vendors and
music.
This is described as a kid-friendly event with
those 12 and under admitted free. You must be 21 or
older with a full permanent ID to purchase a wristband, and everyone under 21 must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian.
Other restrictions apply, such as only service animals allowed and no firearms, coolers, picnic baskets, or lawn furniture permitted. Details can be
found at MountainWestBrewFest.org.
By the time you read this, it’s likely the Sandoval
County Fair already is underway at the fairgrounds
in Cuba. The event begins August 1 with 4-H and
other exhibitors checking in with August 2 seeing
exhibit judging daily RV check-in beginning.
From there, the fair expands into livestock showing and judging, a gymkana, rodeo, a powwow with
dancing, evening country dancing and a 10:00 a.m.
parade through downtown Cuba on August 6.
Details including a full schedule can be found
online at SandovalCountyFair.org.
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found the cluster box open when
he went to retrieve it the next
morning.
One of the doors at the back used
by mail carriers to access individual boxes was open and the other
was closed but not locked, according to the investigating deputy’s
report.
“This modus operandi is endemic
in the Placitas, New Mexico, area
currently,” the deputy wrote.
“There have been numerous cluster
mailboxes opened with a suspected
key and mail stolen.”
SCSO has directed deputies to
closely patrol the cluster boxes. No
arrests have been made.
“We are actively investigating the
break-ins,” Inspector Liz Davis of
the Postal Inspection Service told
the Signpost on July 19. “We had a
report as recently as yesterday…
It’s probably the same group of
people.”
While Placitas has suffered mailbox thefts in the past, those were
scattered break-ins with nothing
approaching this scale.
While some of the boxes were
visibly damaged, others were not,
Davis continued. Some of the
boxes may have had older locks, so
to be abundantly cautious, all the
locks are being replaced, she
added.
Customers who appeared to be
theft victims were to receive letters
on how to contact the inspection
service and what to do if financial
information was stolen. That
includes securing bank and credit
cards and monitoring accounts for
fraudulent charges.
Davis said the inspection service
would welcome any information on
the thefts, especially any home
security video that might provide
clues. The inspection service can
be reached at 1-877-876-2455.
She also recommended residents
collect their mail as early as possible and not let it sit out overnight.

Buffalo Tract Protection Act sparks debate
in Washington
~BILL DIVEN
One of two bills pending in Congress to ban gravel mining on federal land in Placitas made its first formal
appearance before a U.S. House subcommittee last
month.
While no action was taken, Republican members
argued another quarry in Placitas is vital to economic
development and used the opportunity to attack President
Biden’s energy policies. The bill also is opposed by a
sand-and-gravel trade association.
Supporters noted there are other potential gravel
sources around metro Albuquerque that aren’t reducing
property values and creating health risks for adjacent
growing residential areas.
Regardless, the presentation begins the process for

future hearings by the subcommittee or the full House
Natural Resources Committee. Passage by the full committee makes it eligible for consideration and an up-ordown vote on the House floor.
The companion bill in the Senate has already advanced
through the committee process and needs approval from
both chambers to be sent to the president and signed into
law.
The Legislation is known as the Buffalo Tract Protection Act, named for the largest of the four Placitas
parcels totaling nearly 4,300 acres administered by the
Bureau of Land Management. The Buffalo Tract already
has been subject to exploratory drilling by one of the
sand-and-gravel companies active along the western
—continued next page

Sandoval Signpost • Serving the community since 1988 • A UGUST 2022 • Page 7

U P F RO N T —
CO N T I N U E D
From page 7
—Buffalo

SERVICES FOR ALL YOUR
WATER & CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Celebrating over 40 Years
Providing Tax & Accounting
Services to New Mexicans

TERRY PISEL, CPA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Tax Planning & Preparation
for Individuals & Businesses
QuickBooks Consulting
DEMOLITION • LOADER • GRADING
PAD PREPARATION • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE

505-798-1003

Tetilla Peak Campground at Cochiti Lake
now open for camping reservations
~ELIZABETH LOCKYEAR

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) Albuquerque District has
announced that the Tetilla Peak
Campground is open to the public for
the 2022 recreation season which ends
October 15. Reservations can be made
online at www.Recreation.gov. Tetilla
Peak Campground consists of Cholla
Campground (“Loop A”) and Coyote
Campground (“Loop B”).
The Cholla Campground is comprised of nine acres. Facilities in this
campground include 34 individual
campsites, each with an electric hookup, a concrete table, and a grill. All
electric campsites have shelters. Water
spigots are located throughout the
campground. The entrance road is
paved. This campground has one sanitary dump station and a large water
borne restroom/shower building.
A partially paved road extends
throughout the Coyote Campground
area. There are ten camping spaces in
this loop, each with a table and grill.
There are no electric hook-ups. Water
spigots are scattered throughout the

loop. The restroom/shower building is
centrally located for easy access.
Other recreation opportunities available in the Tetilla Recreation Area on
the east side of Cochiti Lake include a
boat ramp, a day use area which
includes a picnic area, and an overlook area.
The Tetilla boat ramp area consists
of a gravel parking lot and a courtesy
dock. Wind-warning light systems are
located on hilltops near the boat
ramps. When the wind-warning lights
are flashing, it is best to get to shelter
or off of the lake.
There is a $5 fee for boat launching,
or an annual pass can be purchased
for $40 at the Park Office. Unfortunately, there is no fee machine located
on the Tetilla side at this time.
Boaters are required to register their
vessels with New Mexico’s Vehicle
Department according to the size and
type.
As a reminder, Cochiti Lake is a
NO-WAKE lake.
The Pinon Picnic Area is comprised

A RO U N D
TO W N
of 47 uncovered shelters with tables.
This area provides day use picnic
facilities; there is no user fee. A paved
road leads to the facilities that have
centralized parking. There are
pedestal grills, water spigots, and a
water borne restroom within the area.
Handicap accessible parking is provided.
The Santa Cruz Day Use Area is
open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m.
The overlook area, which lies east
of the lake, is comprised of about two
acres. Operation is on a day use basis.
Facilities available in this area include
a circular concrete overlook; a concrete sidewalk leading to the Overlook; a large, paved parking lot; and
water borne restrooms. Access is by
paved road.
For more information on all the
recreational facilities at Cochiti Lake,
visit our website:
www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Ci
vil-Works/Recreation/Cochiti-Lake/.
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border of Placitas.
The existing Placitas quarries
are among the biggest in the
state, bill sponsor Rep. Melanie
Stansbury, D-N.M. said during
the hearing.
“The community has said it
loud and clear: they do not want
these mines and the false economic promises that come with
them,” Stansbury said. “It is
criminal and unconscionable to
put profits and the bottom line of
multinational corporations
between the cultural, historical,
and environmental well-being of
our communities.”
Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez
of the state’s northern congressional district is co-sponsoring
the bill while Sens. Martin Heinrich and Ben Ray Luján are carrying the Senate version. Rep.
Yvette Herrell, R-N.M., of the
southern district questioned tying
up resources and increasing truck
emissions for longer hauls.
She then pivoted to criticizing
the BLM for only having six
parcels in its most recent lease of
oil and gas lands in the state. A
top BLM official who spoke in
favor of the Placitas bill
responded to hers and other
questions, saying the agency tries
to strike a balance in its mandate
to manage its lands for multiple
uses.
Finding that balance is at the
heart of a BLM Resource Management Plan (RMP) being
updated by the Albuquerquebased Rio Puerco Field office.
The draft still being reviewed by
the Department of the Interior
recommended making the Placitas lands available for mineral
development.
On July 13, the agency hit the
ten-year-anniversary of the draft
RMP being released for public
comment. With the surface and
mineral lands spread across parts
of six counties, the draft drew
more than 50,000 comments,
17,000 related to Placitas.
While the update is pending,
the Rio Puerco Field Office is
being guided and limited in its
planning and decision by an
RMP approved in 1986 when
Ronald Reagan was president
and Placitas had less than half its
current population.

1988

From the back of his pickup truck, Justin Heppe of Placitas shoves, while crew
people from Los Arboles pull, yard slash toward the companies wood chipper.
The Coronado Soil and Water Conservation District, this year assisted by the
San Antonio de las Huertas Land Grant, sponsors Wood Chipper Day in the
summer and fall to help reduce the wildfire threat in the area.

Wildfire worries prompting
unified efforts, lines for
wood chipper

PUBLIC
SAFETY

~BILL DIVEN

While monsoon rains continue sporadically, and the big wildfires are down if
not completely out, fire season is far from over.
With the ongoing drought and warming climate, the season may no longer
even be a season but a year-round worry.
“It really has become that we don’t have a fire season anymore,” Wendy
Mason, wildfire prevention and communications coordinator for the New Mexico State Forestry Division, recently told the Signpost. “Even in the monsoon,
—continued next page
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FINANCIAL FOCUS—
Should you own bonds when interest rates rise?
As you know, the stock market has
attracted a lot of attention – and for good
reason, as we’ve seen considerable volatility almost from the beginning of the year.
But if you own bonds, or bond-based
mutual funds, you might also have some
concerns. However, it’s important to understand why bonds should continue to be an
important part of your portfolio.
To begin with, let’s look at what’s happened with bond prices recently. Inflation
has heated up, leading the Federal Reserve
to raise interest rates to help “cool off” the
economy. And rising interest rates typically
raise bond yields — the total annual income
that investors get from their “coupon”
(interest) payments. Rising yields can cause
a drop in the value of your existing bonds,
because investors will want to buy the
newly issued bonds that offer higher yields
than yours.
And yet, despite this possible drop in
their value, the bonds you own can still
help you make progress toward your financial goals. Consider these benefits of bond
ownership:
• Income – No matter what happens to
the value of your bonds, they will continue
to provide you with income, in the form of
interest payments, until they mature, provided the issuer doesn’t default — and
defaults are generally unlikely with investment-grade bonds (those rated BBB or
higher). Your interest payments will remain
the same throughout the life of your bond,
which can help you plan for your cash flow
and spending.
• Diversification – As you’ve probably
heard, diversification is a key to successful
investing. If you only owned one type of
asset, such as growth stocks, and the stock
market went into a decline, as has happened
this year, your portfolio likely would have
taken a big hit — even bigger than the one
you may have experienced. But bond prices
don’t always move in the same direction
as stocks, so the presence of bonds in your
portfolio — along with other investments,
such as government securities and certificates of deposit — can help reduce the
impact of volatility on your holdings.

(Keep in mind, though, that by itself, diversification can’t guarantee profits or protect
against all losses in a declining market.)
• Reinvestment opportunities –
As mentioned above, rising interest rates
and higher yields may reduce the value of
your current bonds, but this same development may also offer you some favorable
reinvestment opportunities. If you own
bonds of varying durations — short-, intermediate- and long-term — you should regularly have some bonds maturing. And in an
environment such as the current one, you
can reinvest the proceeds of your expiring
short-term bonds into new ones issued at
potentially higher interest rates. By doing
so, you can potentially provide yourself
with more income. Also, by owning a mix
of bonds, you’ll still have the longer-term
ones working for you, and these bonds typically (but not always) pay a higher interest
rate than the shorter-term ones.
It might not feel pleasant to see the current value of your bonds drop. But if you’re
not selling them before they mature, and
you take advantage of the opportunities
afforded by higher yields, you’ll find that
owning bonds can still be a valuable part of
your investment strategy.

Lucas Romero
Financial Advisor
240 S. Camino Del Pueblo
Ste B, Bernalillo, NM 87004
505-867-9635

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward
Jones, Member SIPC. Before investing in bonds, you
should understand the risks involved, including credit
risk and market risk. Bond investments are also subject
to interest-rate risk such that when interest rates rise,
the prices of bonds can decrease, and the investor can
lose principal value if the investment is sold prior to
maturity.

From page 9
—Wildfire
like right now, we’ve had multiple lightning fires and human-caused fires.”
As the climate changes, the Southwest also is in an extended drought, by
some measures the worst in 1,200 years. That has people and agencies
rethinking how to join forces for wildfire reduction on public and private
lands.
“We have to band together,” Mason said. Individuals can also do their part
by reducing fuels on their properties, creating defensible space around the
buildings and having an evacuation plan if fire threatens, she added.
One example of a unified approach is around Santa Fe where the term
“fireshed” has joined watershed and airshed in the environmental vocabulary. There, an informal alliance called The Greater Santa Fe Fireshed Coalition brings together about two dozen governmental, industrial, recreational,
nonprofit, and private entities, including State Forestry and individuals.
The goal of the alliance is to restore and manage forest health across
boundaries. A major focus of current projects is thinning forests to reduce
fuels and make them more resilient if
fires do start.
One historic concern is the Santa Fe
National Forest and the watershed providing much of the city’s water. Lightning from storms blowing through on
July 15 sparked five fires there, all of
them small and extinguished before
growing beyond several acres.
Fire preparedness also is on the list as
is working with landowners providing
in some cases labor or grant funding to
reduce fuel loads on the properties.
Spending public money on private
always has been an issue but some
agencies, State Forestry and soil and
water conservation districts (SWCD)
among them, are empowered to do that
with restrictions that may include costsharing basis.
The Coronado SWCD is one of those
encompassing Sandoval County east,
and in some areas, west of the Rio
Grande. As the name implies, the
Depression-era districts focus on watershed protection, reducing wildfire risks,
removing nonnative plants from along
streams to improve riparian habitats,
and generally improving soil moisture
and quality.
Currently, Coronado is working on
three Healthy Soils Program grants to
fund improvement projects, involving
rotational grazing the land around the
Rio Grande bosque. All three involve
landowners who would share the total
costs, which exceed $50,000.
After a three-year absence spanning
the pandemic, Coronado resumed its
semi-annual Wood Chipper Day this
—continued next page
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PUBLIC SAFETY
— CO N T I N U E D
From page 10
—Wildfire
year on July 16, contracting with
the Los Arboles company to
bring in two members of the
family-owned business and their
chipper. The chipper line was
near constant on a site provided
by the San Antonio de Las Huertas Land Grant off State Road
165 near Placitas village.
Residents shattered past
records by bringing in 56 loads
of rakings and trimmings, all of
it reduced to mulch, free for the
taking. Nearly ten percent of the
loads, five pickup truck trips,
came from Justin Heppe, a
recent arrival to Placitas after a
job transfer to Albuquerque.
His property hadn’t been
cleaned up in a while, and he’d
been working to remedy that, he
said after his second chipper trip.
Then came the Cerro Pelado fire
sparked by an unknown cause
during high winds on April 22
and burning nearly 46,000 acres
in the Jemez Mountains over
nearly two months.
Flames and glowing smoke
were visible from some parts of
Placitas.
“I was building up large brush
piles during fire season, and that
got me concerned,” he said.
“Then we started see fires up on
the hill. That was our incentive.”
The Coronado SWCD is planning its second Chipper Day at a
date to be announced this fall.
Online resources:
• State Forestry Division (a
branch of the Energy, Minerals
and Natural Resources Department):
EMNRD.NM.gov/SFD/Fire-Prevention-Programs
• The Greater Santa Fe
Fireshed Coalition: SantaFeFireshed.org
• Coronado Soil and Water
Conservation District:
CoronadoSWCD.org

Car-train collision kills two
~SIGNPOST STAFF

A man and child died in late July when a train struck their vehicle as they were crossing the tracks near Algodones.
New Mexico State Police identified the victims as Derrick Tenorio, 30, of Santo Domingo (Kewa) Pueblo and a
six-year-old girl whose name was not released. They were traveling in a 2014 Jeep Cherokee when a southbound
Rail Runner Express commuter train struck them at about 11:15 a.m. on July 24.
Both died at the scene. The crossing, about a half-mile north of Algodones, is protected by stop signs and crossbucks reading “Railroad Crossing.”
No injuries were reported on the train. With the investigation underway, Rail Runner suspended service for the rest
of the day. Passengers on the No. 107 train involved in the collision were bused to their destinations.

b b b
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Securities and advisory services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC
a Broker/Dealer and a Registered Investment Adviser. Advisory services also offered
through Lakeridge Wealth Management, LLC, an SEC-registered Investment Adviser. Cetera
is under separate ownership from any other named entity. Financial Solutions Planning &
Investments and Cetera Advisor Networks LLC are not affiliated.

5203 Juan Tabo, NE Suite 2C, Albuquerque, NM 87111

Secrecy cloaks potential arrival of new industry

~BILL DIVEN

The who remains a mystery for now, but the what and where are intriguing as
an international corporation looks at Bernalillo for its North American headquarters.
On July 11, Albuquerque-based Titan Development won unanimous approval
from the Bernalillo Town Council to annex into the town 18.7 acres immediately east of Interstate 25 and south of State Road 165. Councilors also passed
M-1 light-industrial zoning for the property.
Combined with an existing parcel already in the town limits, the site totals 21
acres suitable for a 100,000-square-foot warehouse and office building, Titan
Senior Vice President Brian Patterson said during the meeting. The move
would bring with it 20-25 executive positions and 100-150 warehouse jobs, he
said.
At this point Titan is just representing the foreign company that wants to consolidate its North American operations in one location, Patterson continued.
The European company is involved in outdoor recreation, which fits well with
what the state is trying to do, he added.
That was a reference to the New Mexico Outdoor Recreation Division, created in 2019 to boost the state’s recreation economy. In 2020, outdoor recreation contributed nearly $2 billion to the state economy, while supporting
26,000 jobs, according to the federal Bureau of Economic Analysis.
Patterson said the company also looked at a site in Rio Rancho, which would
be cheaper to develop. Connecting to town water and wastewater systems is
estimated to cost the developer at least $2 million and involves boring under I25 and NM 165.
A representative of the state Economic Development Department said the
agency has committed significant support to the company from Local Economic Development Act funding. That commitment attaches to the project
regardless of its location, he said.
Mayor Jack Torres brought up the what-if of annexing the land and then having the company go elsewhere. Torres asked if the company would consider

B U S I N E SS

developing the public utilities for the site regardless.
Patterson said they could at least discuss that but added industrial land is so
tight in Albuquerque the parcel still would be desirable.
In July, Titan broke ground on the first building in the 105-acre Westpointe40
business park off I-40 in west Albuquerque. About a third of the 151,000square-foot building to be completed in the second quarter of 2023 already is
leased, according to a company news release.
The commercial real estate firm NAI SunVista reported the vacancy rate for
industrial property in Albuquerque reached a record low of 0.89 percent in the
first quarter of 2022.
Also during the July 11 meeting, councilors unanimously adopted a stormwater ordinance, something required since 2015 when the town joined other
Middle Rio Grande entities to obtain a federal permit related to storm sewers
and clean water. While the town went ahead with community education and
compliance monitoring to limit pollutants reaching the river, without the ordinance it couldn’t enforce penalties for violations, Planning and Zoning Director
Stephanie Shumsky said.
The ordinance includes enforcement powers and is required before the next
time the town’s discharge permit is reissued.
Separately, councilors approved an increase in trash-pickup fees for Road
Runner Waste Service, the first increase since the company became the town’s
contractor in 2016. The base residential rate for trash and recycling pickup,
currently $14.32, will increase to $18.43 on September 1 and appear on October utility bills.
Commercial rates also will rise.
At it’s July 27 meeting, the mayor and council hosted a badge-pinning ceremony for new Bernalillo Police Chief Chris Stoyell and for Lt. Bryan
Dominguez, who was promoted to succeed Stoyell who had been the department’s lieutenant.
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JOIN US FOR AUGUST SPECIAL EVENTS!

“SNORTY
HORSE”
TRAD SONGS,
OZARK SONGS,
DANCE TUNES &
COOL HARMONY SINGING

Donated books
have new life

Enjoy a festive happy hour(s) at Placitas Winery with this talented &
fun band from Missouri and ABQ. Enjoy listening or kick up your heels with
down-home dancing! Doors open at 4:00 pm, live music from 5:00-7:00 pm.
Post-concert jam (bring instruments). Wine tasting & sales, beer, spirits, soft
drinks. Pizza for sale. Tickets: $15 (online & at door) / children under 11 free
Online tickets—https://www.placitaswinery.com/news-and-up-coming-events

~DEBORAH COFFEY, DONATED BOOKS TEAM
The Donated Books Program was
designed with the goal of disseminating
donated books to nearby communities
and providing extra profit for the Placitas Community Library (PCL).
Donated books, DVDs, and CDs in
good-as-new, good, and acceptable condition can be donated during normal
business hours, and they will then be
sold on Amazon to benefit the library.
Books that are not in good condition,
especially those that are dusty and dirty,
with water or pest damage, unfortunately cannot be resold. Encyclopedias,
magazines, or similar materials will not
be accepted. A maximum of two boxes
at a time is suggested, as space for processing and storing books is limited.
Large donations should be coordinated
with the library staff, who can provide
guidelines for book donations. Thank
you for your support.

~SIGNPOST STAFF

Katie Bone’s climbing skills have
been recognized locally and in
regional and national competitions,
but now she’s applying her skills to
a different national stage.
In late June, the 16-year-old from
Bernalillo swung, leaped, grabbed,
scrambled, and jumped her way
through the suspended obstacle
course on the NBC television show
American Ninja Warrior. “You don’t
find drops like this in rock climbing,” one of the hosts said as Bone
performed flawlessly.
That advanced her to the semifinals, scheduled to air on August 8,
at 7:00 p.m., on Albuquerque’s
KOB-TV Channel 4.
In 2020, she appeared on American Ninja Warrior Jr. in the 13-14year-old division where she was
leading a one-on-one qualifying
round, until needing two tries to
clear an obstacle. Even then, she
had her sights set on not just the
adult Ninja competition but also the
Olympics where climbing has
become one of the sports.
Kaite and her older brother Drew
both are competitive sport climbers

ORDER BOTTLED WINE
ONLINE & PICKUP AT GATE!
Easy curbside pick up at Winery.
FIVE deliciously dry varieties:
Apricot • Crabapple • Pear
• Plum • Wild Cherry
375 ml bottles made with
handpicked Placitas NM fruit.
Gift baskets available!

WWW.PLACITASWINERY.COM
Shop • Info • Upcoming events • Event space rental

WE ARE OPEN FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!
CHECK OUR ONLINE CALENDAR
FOR MAY SCHEDULE.
Email: info@placitaswinery.com • Ph/Txt 505-363-5606
We are located at: 26 Camino de los Pueblitos, Placitas, NM 87043

“NOSOTROS”—KUPR LPFM FUNDRAISER
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 • 6:00 to 9:00 PM
One of the most recognizable and original bands in the Southwest plays a fundraising concert at Placitas Winery. Bring your dancing shoes! Tickets at kupr.org
& the Merc. $22 advance/ $27 at door. Doors open at 6 pm. Band plays 7-9 pm

POETRY EXTRAVAGANZA
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
3:00 to 7:30 PM
"Poetry Extravaganza" to celebrate the works
of the late Placitas/SFe poet/songwriter Kell
Robertson. Renowned poets Larry Goodell, G.L. Brower, Argos MacCallum, and
John Macker will read from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. Wine, beer, spirits and soft drinks
will be available for purchase during the program, which will be followed by
pizza and drinks for sale until 7:30 p.m. Minimum CASH door donation $5

—COURTESY OF NBC TV

Young climber
has high hopes
on national stage

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 19
4:00 to 8:00 PM

Katie Bone from Bernalillo competes in the American Ninja Warrior’s
suspended obstacle course on NBC television.
who began training at Stone Age Climbing Gym in Albuquerque. Katie started training when she was 8. Both made
the gym’s climbing team.
At Signpost deadline, Katie was competing in the USA
Climbing National Championships in suburban Chicago,
while Drew was at a sport-climbing event in Europe.
Their parents are Tammy and Matt Bone, she a

Bernalillo native and former Bernalillo High School cheerleader and he a resident of Placitas in his youth.
Katie’s June 27 performance on American Ninja Warrior
can be seen online at:
YouTube.com/watch?v=fGl3QcjmR3Y.
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PACE group invites you
to exercise your brain
Studies show that “exercising” the
brain improves cognitive function
and processing speed. How do I
exercise my brain? By doing puzzles, learning a language, engaging
in art, or by learning new material,
and engaging with other people. By
joining PACE (Placitas Adult Community Education), you will join a
group of stimulating adults who all
want to keep their “head in the
game.” That is, they want to exercise
their brains. Each fall and Spring,
PACE offers 5-8 classes that run
from 2-8 sessions, once per week,
for two hours. The subjects are varied and facilitated by people who
have an interest in a particular subject and enjoy sharing. PACE is a
501c3, nonprofit, dedicated to adult
education.
For our upcoming Fall-2022
classes, we have an exciting line-up;
Hearing Loss with Mary Clark—
This course aims to educate the students about hearing loss and how to
go about finding someone they can
trust before spending money for
hearing aids. We will also cover
skills that can help dealing with
hearing loss and practice self-advocacy.

All the News with Ron Richman—
Our only online (Zoom) class. This
class is a weekly review of the news,
national and international, and how it
affects us.
Drugs with Mike Gallegos—We
are bombarded by drug advertisements, what should we be aware of
and how is safety and efficacy controlled?
The Unique Literary Arts of New
Mexico with Norma Libman—In this
course we will look at the prose and
the poetry of New Mexico, from the
oral languages of the pueblos to the
contributions of the Spanish and
other European settlers.
Wine 401 with JenniferThornton—
In this four-week class you will join
a life-long master taster on a journey
of demystifying professional wine
assessment. This class is perfect for
both the occasional wine sipper and
the world traveling collector.
Violence in America with Ron
Richman—What is violence, can we
predict the behavior, can we actually
do something about it?
For details on how to join PACE a,
class schedules, registration for
classes and facilitators go to:
www.placitasadulteducation.org

—DOTTIE NOE

~RON RICHMAN

RE A L P E O P L E — CO N T I N U E D

John Richardson, a Placitas resident and vice president of the Friends of
Coronado Historic Site (center), introduced Richard and Shirley Cushing
Flint to a full audience at the Bernalillo town hall for their lecture on the
Coronado expedition. After years of in-depth research, the Flints have written numerous books and are considered to be experts on Coronado’s expedition into New Mexico. The Friends of Coronado Historic Site’s monthly
lectures will resume in September.
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—NM TOURISM DEPARTMENT

RE A L P E O P L E — CO N T I N U E D

Zuni Olla Maidens at Red Rock Park

Gallup Intertribal Ceremonial hosts
100th anniversary cultural event and
celebration
—TIFFANY BORNMANN

Placitas 4th of July Parade fun fotos
—PHOTOS BY KEVIN NICHOLS

The Intertribal Ceremonial Office (ICO), Gallup Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial Association, Inc. (GITICA), and the City of Gallup announce the 100th
anniversary Gallup Intertrisbal Ceremonial event between August 4 and
August 14, in Gallup. One of New Mexico’s longest running and historic
events, this year will offer a mixture of in-person and virtual events including
Native American and Indigenous tribal processions and performance showcases, rodeo events, ceremonial queen and princess pageants, a 5k run/walk,
parades, powwow, and more. The Gallup Intertribal Ceremonial Centennial
Celebration will begin on August 4, at 7:00 p.m., with a parade in the evening
starting in Downtown Gallup.
The opening “Kick Off” parade will be held on Thursday, August 4 at 7
p.m. and will march throughout downtown Gallup. The popular parade is a
mainstay in the community full of rich tradition and history.
“One World Beat” Performances: On August 5-6, visitors to the event
can enjoy a variety of cultural experiences at Red Rock Park in Gallup. Gates
open at 1:00 p.m. for the Artisan Market, Demonstrations, Four Winds Stage,
and each evening at 7:00 p.m., guests can attend “One World Beat” performances. On Friday, the evening event will showcase the group Pamyua: Of
Yup’ik descent, they will be performing a fusion of traditional Inuit music
and Yup’ik dance from Alaska. On Saturday, it will feature the HAKA: Māori
Cultural Experience from Aotearoa/New Zealand presenting an emotional and
powerful combination of a range of compositions, from chants and choral
singing to graceful action songs and ferocious war dances. This is a ticketed
event. Please visit www.gallupceremonial.com to purchase tickets.
In addition, a free 5k run/walk will be held on August 5. The event will
begin at 7:00 a.m. and the first one-hundred participants will receive a free tshirt. More information can be found online at www.gallupintertribalceremonial.com/100th/5k-walkrun/, or by contacting the Gallup Inter-Tribal Indian
Ceremonial Association at (505) 863-3896.
Between August 7 and August 9, visitors can enjoy a film festival focusing
on Native American and Indigenous storytelling through full-feature and short
films. The festival will also highlight the “Spirit of the Ceremonial” 2021
documentary, a one-hour film about the history of the Gallup Intertribal Ceremonial event exploring its origin, unique memorable story elements, interviews, and captivating live performances by Native American and Indigenous
dance groups from New Mexico and beyond. This is a ticketed event. Please
visit www.gallupceremonial.com to purchase tickets. More information can
be found online at www.gallupintertribalceremonial.com/100th/film-festival/.
On August 7, a Six-Shooter Six-Steer Team Roping Shootout will take
place at the Butler Jackpot Arena at 8:00 a.m. The event will feature team and
pair roping of six steers. The team with the best time will be awarded a pair
of pistols.
Much more information about the rodeo can be found online at
www.gallupintertribalceremonial.com/100th/rodeo/.
An incredible art show will also take place with details on the website, as
well.
The closing parade will be held on Saturday, August 13 at 9:00 a.m. and
will march throughout downtown Gallup. The popular parade is a mainstay in
the community full of rich tradition and history.
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Library seeks volunteers
—DEBORAH COFFEY

BITS

Did you know that the Placitas Community Library (PCL) is not a traditional
public library? It is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that depends on private donations and is
powered by over one-hundred volunteers and minimally paid staff. Placitas is an
unincorporated area and has no supporting tax base. Therefore, the library needs
to raise funds for many of its operations. The library is funded by bond monies
from the State of NM and Sandoval County, and this covers materials, computers, and some expenses.
The library also generates its own income by hosting art shows, having a
donated books program, and hosting community events such as book, bake and
plant sales, donations received from donated cars and other vehicles, and the
annual fundraising letter to community members.
Another source of income for the library is from smile.amazon.com where
anyone can designate a local charity to receive a small percent donation from
Amazon on every purchase made. Bookmark Amazon Smile so when you sign
in your spending generates donations. To sign up to support PCL, when you are
on the Amazon Smile page, click on “Generate donations for charity while you
shop using Amazon Smile at no expense to you.” On the right side of the page,
you can type in “Placitas Community Library.”
PCL is getting back into the swing of community adult and children’s programs, book sales and other activities as Covid precautions allow. The volunteer
program is now soliciting new volunteers and providing orientations to see what
areas volunteers would like to support. Also, new and current volunteers are
meeting on the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. for networking,
training, sharing of information, and coffee.
PCL appreciates and thanks the community for all of your support. Be sure to
note adult and children’s programs and art shows.

State, NM Rail Runner partnering to
help commuters and travelers
—NORA SACKETT

$1,200,000—AMAZING VIEWS!
58 VISTA DE LAS SANDIAS, PLACITAS
RIDGE TOP
HOME!
4,070 sq. ft.
VIEWS OF
CITY LIGHTS,
SUNSETS,
JEMEZ AND
SANDIAS!

1.3 ACRES—NEXT TO SANDIA PUEBLO
VIEW LOT IN PLACITAS—$95,000
WATER &
ELECTRIC
CLOSE BY.
NO HOA.
CLOSE TO
NATIONAL
FOREST!

Call DAVE HARPER 505-263-2266
placitasdave@gmail.com
Placitas Realty 505-867-8000
3 Homesteads Rd, Placitas

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham announced this month that a 75 percent reduction in
Rail Runner fares enacted in April will be extended until the end of the year.
In addition, beginning August 1, the New Mexico Rail Runner Express will add additional service
to accommodate commuters and other passengers.
Lastly, to make commuting more convenient for state employees, the state’s Park and Ride shuttle
system will be expanded to offer service to additional state buildings and surrounding businesses.
“We commend the Governor for her actions to extend affordability for commuters and travelers, as
gas prices across the country remain high,” said Dewey V. Cave, Executive Director of Rio Metro
Regional Transit District. “Additionally, we believe the new train schedule with added service will
accommodate the changing workday that many commuters are now experiencing, and also offer
more options for shorter trips—which is something people have been wanting for years.”
Beginning August 1, Rio Metro Regional Transit District is adding two additional trains to both
the weekday schedule and the Saturday schedule.
Beginning July 18, the Department of Transportation will provide Park and Ride shuttle service
from the South Capitol stop to the Anaya complex with two stops along Cerrillos in Santa Fe. There
will also be a new shuttle from the 599 stop to the National Guard complex, the New Mexico
Department of Corrections building, and the Santa Fe County Justice Complex. Commuters and
other travelers may also utilize the ride on demand service offered by the North Central Regional
Transit District.
Since reducing fares in April, Rail Runner ridership has nearly doubled going from eight-hundred
roundtrips a day to averaging over 1,500 currently.
State employees may find additional information on shuttle availability at
www.nmparkandride.com.

Rio Rancho Astronomical Society meets

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B
Placitas, NM 87043

—STEVE ZELLERS, SECRETARY, RRAS
The Rio Rancho Astronomical Society will hold its
monthly General Meeting on August 5, starting at
7:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at Rainbow
Park Observatory, located at 301 Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho (on the north side of the pool).
The meeting is also available via Zoom, and the
link can be found at rrastro.org.
Jayne Aubele of New Mexico Museum of Natural
History & Science will present a talk titled, A HalfCentury of Venus Geological Exploration and the
New Missions to Venus. She will compare and con-

trast geological features of Venus, Earth, and
other planets. She will also provide details about
the planning stages of new missions to the “Volcano
Planet.”
Jayne Aubele is a geologist and adult programs
educator for the New Mexico Museum of Natural
History and Science. As a geologist, she specializes
in terrestrial and planetary volcanology. She worked
as a field geologist for the U.S. Geological Survey,
a planetary geology research scientist for NASA, a
staff research scientist at Brown University; and as

NASA Space Grant program manager. She is pastChair of the Planetary Geology Division of the
Geological Society of America, past-President of
the New Mexico Academy of Science and a Fellow
of the Geological Society of America.
Both the meeting and presentation is free and
open to the public. A stargaze at the observatory
will follow the meeting, weather permitting. For
more information, visit our website at rrasto.org or
call 505-430-9604.
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COVID vaccinations
and COVID testing
FREE OF CHARGE.
Call for your
appointment.
• Women’s Health

• Same Day Appointments

• Prenatal Services

• Family Planning

• Comprehensive Family
Medicine

• Behavioral Health

Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director
Rachel Rankin, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP
Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CFNP
Brie Anaya, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP
Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC
Sandra Fortier, LCSW

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm
Friday 8 am—5 pm

121 Calle Del Presidente
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

‘tis the season for color, history and a volcano

TIME
OFF

~KARL F. MOFFATT, OUTDOORS NEW MEXICO
The summer monsoon season is a great time to visit
northeast New Mexico’s high plains country as
abundant rain prompts the prairie to green up and
explode with colorful wildflowers.
And one of the best drives to enjoy the view is a
75-mile loop from Raton over Johnson Mesa to the
historic town of Folsom and on to Capulin Volcano
and back.
First you have to get out of Raton, where the
town’s Victorian architecture, downtown historic
district, and other attractions can draw and hold visitors for days.
During a recent visit to the area we stayed
overnight at nearby Sugarite Canyon State Park
where the hilltop Soda Pocket campground has
good sites with great views. There’s also plenty of
easy hiking trails and decent fishing at nearby
Lakes Maloya, Alice and Dorothy.
(For Outdoors New Mexico’s story about Sugarite
State Park, visit KarlFMoffatt.Blogspot.com. On the
homepage navigate to 2007/October.)
But the road trip is why we came, and it starts
just off the road to the state park at the intersection
of NM 72. This two-lane paved road winds its way
up onto remote Johnson Mesa where miles of
rolling grassland dominate the landscape.
At the turn of the last century, the mesa top would
have been dotted with 160-acre homesteads where
hardy pioneers attempted to eke out a living.
Despite ample rain and good soil, the cold, windy
winters and lack of a steady water source conspired

to drive off the many farmers that once lived there.
Now cattle and horses are the primary residents of
the lush fields and pastures.
Along the way, visitors will find a sturdy, rock
church by the roadside. St. John’s Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1897 and is listed on the
state and national registers of historic places. It is
well-maintained by volunteers, still holds services
and is frequently open for the public to visit.
Driving off the mesa and down towards the town
of Folsom visitors could find a wall of wild flowers
lining each side of the road.
A stop at the Folsom Museum will reveal plenty
about why this sleepy little town has played such a
big role in New Mexico history.
Among its many claims to fame is that it’s home
to one of the most important archaeological discoveries in North America. Following an enormous
flood in 1908, George McJunkin, a local black cowboy who also was a self-taught, amateur archaeologist and historian, discovered an exposed trove of
fossilized bison bones protruding from a washedout arroyo.
Upon further excavation by archaeologists years
later, numerous hunters’ spear points were found
among the many bison skeletons. The discovery
prompted the archaeology community to reevaluate
their understanding of when humans first occupied
North America, pushing back their estimates by at
least 5,000 years to 12,000 years, according to published accounts.
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Folsom once boasted several saloons, restaurants,
hardware and merchandise
stores, doctors and newspaper offices, schools and
other establishments to serve the many farmers and
ranchers from the surrounding area.
But recurring drought and other difficult economic conditions led many to leave the area. Today
Folsom is home to just 56 residents and some very
old, historic buildings, according to the 2020 Census.
After exploring Folsom, visitors heading southwest just down NM 325 will find Capulin Volcano
National Monument where they can drive two miles
to the top of the 1,300-foot tall volcano and enjoy
amazing views of the surrounding countryside.
Pedestrians, bicyclists, trailers, towed vehicles, and
any vehicles over 26 feet long are not allowed on
the steep, narrow road.
Visitors will find a strenuous hike at an elevation
of over 8,100 feet if they wish to walk around the
rim of the ancient volcano. Monument staffers are
typically on hand in the parking lot to provide
information to inquisitive tourists.
To finish the roundtrip, motorists drive 32 miles
on by way of US 64/87 back to Raton.
Karl Moffatt is a longtime New Mexico journalist
and avid outdoorsman who posts regularly on his
blog at www.KarlFMoffatt.Blogspot.com.
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H E A LT H
Placitas Garden Tour
on the horizon
This year’s Placitas Garden Tour offers
participants the chance to visit private
spaces that can only be described as
sanctuaries, places of safety and protection for garden owners as well as
guests.
Each garden provides a place for
humans and wildlife to heal, recharge,
relax, and enjoy New Mexico’s distinctive scenery. They serve as places of
respite from daily concerns and responsibilities, calling visitors to slow down,
wander along the paths, listen, smell,
taste and touch the carefully chosen
plantings.
The garden sanctuaries reflect their
unique creator, and no two are alike.
Please join us in touring these beautiful
spaces. Tickets, in the form of a booklet
will be sold between August 1 and September 11 at various local businesses
and online at placitasgardentour.com.

Flash in the Pan—
Parfait berry shortcake
~ARI LEVAUX
When I visit family in the Boston area, I’m constantly
in search of food. I know where I’ll hit the farmers’
markets to see what’s in season, and the Old World
markets for dolmas, hummus, and Aleppo peppers. I
might discover a bowl of duck soup at a new pho joint
in the next town over, or drive to Fall River for Portuguese seafood. But on this trip, the sweetest discovery of all has been learning how to make a parfait of
foraged berries.
When I left for college, my naturalist skills had
reached the point where I could avoid poison ivy. Not
much, but nonetheless a skill that is extremely important when foraging those parts. Meanwhile, I’ve added
some new plants to my list of local flora, most of
them edible, thanks to an old lady I met in the bushes.
I spotted her while strolling along a bike path. When
I saw her in the bushes I knew she was picking, and
they looked like raspberries, but were black. I called
out to her awkwardly with a question like, “Wow,
berries already?” She regarded me with a skeptical
side-eye. Her accent was German or Swiss or Austrian—I imagined somewhere in the alps—as she
reluctantly admitted, “these are black raspberries.”
To gain her trust, I held out my phone with a picture
of a haul of wild morels that my friend Thomas Jefferson Strange had harvested somewhere near Missoula.
I was like, “this is what we forage in Montana.”
Amazingly, my bragging had the desired effect. She
recognized me as a member of the foraging tribe who
thus deserved a chance. “There’s a mulberry tree
down the path on the left, right before it gets sunny,”
she said.
I walked until I saw purple stains on the sidewalk,
and looked up at a canopy of dangling juice bombs.
The tree was growing from a seam between the
asphalt parking lot and a retaining wall, disrupting
both, and had partially absorbed a chain link fence in
its trunk. Mulberries resemble elongated blackberries—very sweet and juicy and so ripe I had to pick
them with two fingers at once or risk knocking them
off. After turning my face a deep shade of purple, I
noticed that she had left her black raspberry patch. I
strolled over, but she had completely cleaned it out.
As I headed home, she called out from beneath
another tree, this one sporting blueberry-like orbs at
the end of long stems. “Juneberries,” she said with her
thick accent.

Parfait Diem
My forager friend had shown me enough food along
a two-hundred-yard stretch of bike path to practically
feed myself. Alas, her initial suspicions were warranted. A few days later I returned, receptacle in hand,
and on that day, it was I who cleaned out the black
raspberries. The Juneberries, in turn, had been cleaned
out by the birds—every last one, even from the flimsy
top. But the mulberries were as abundant as ever.
As I strode that self-serve berry buffet, I took note
of the conditions that had produced it. Disturbed habitat alongside the bike path, close to water, partial
shade. Armed with this information, I was able to find
more berries elsewhere in my travels.
As a youngster, I had flown the coop before bonding with my home landscape the way that I now know
such a bond can happen. Instead, I bonded with Montana. In the process of hunting large mammals and
foraging for huckleberries and gooseberries and wild
mushrooms, I learned how to read landscapes. Now,
wherever I go I find myself reflexively noting things
like where north is, how a watershed drains, what kind
of trees make up a particular forest, what the animal
tracks look like, what the hoots and howls sound like.
In the process of becoming native to Montana, I
learned how to understand Massachusetts.
My children have similarly learned to read landscapes. Put them in any airport, and they can find the
parfait within seconds. So imagine the satisfaction of
being able to prepare them home made, home-gathered parfait, which happens to mean “perfect” in
French. Feeding them foraged parfait is a point of
pride to me, like returning from a hunting trip with
meat. But sweeter.
I came up with the recipe on the way back to my
mom’s house with my berries. I stopped at the dolma
store for granola and labne, a kind of extra-thick

yogurt that’s like solid “cream on top.”
The store didn’t stock any oats or granola,
but I found a box of “petit-beurre,” a type
of vanilla cookie from Nantes, France.
And I bought a carton of fresh strawberries from a local farm, as perfectly ripe as
those mulberries.
Whether foraged in the hills or at the
market or grown in your backyard, the
strawberries are non-negotiable. They
combine with the cookies to push this
thing over the edge into shortcake territory, which is a good place to be.
Wherever you find yourself, be it for a day or a lifetime, you can use the quest for food as an opportunity
to understand the landscape around you. Go find some
berries, be it in a field, by a road, in the hills, by a
river, in an alley or at the farmer’s market. Become
native to where you are, even if you are only there for
a visit. The process is its own reward, and the parfait
will follow.

FORAGED PARFAIT SHORTCAKE
Any mix of berries will work, but they should include
strawberries. Since most of us can’t find labne, use
Greek yogurt.
2 servings
1 cup full fat Greek yogurt
½ cup heavy cream
1 tablespoon maple syrup
2 cups chopped strawberries
2 cups other berries, preferably blue in color
4-8 plain, sweet cookies
Wash, stem, trim, and generally prepare your berries
for consumption. Allow them to air dry.
Mix the yogurt, cream and syrup until totally
smooth. Place a layer of berries in the bottom of each
parfait glass. Add a layer of yogurt. Then start sliding
in the cookies. Continue with alternating layers of
berries and yogurt, adding cookies as you see fit.
Finish with a bunch of berries on top. Let it sit for
thirty minutes for the cookies to soften, and serve.
Ari LeVaux writes from Missoula, Montana, though a big
piece of his heart haunts the hills and ditches of New Mexico.
His column appears nationally in more than 70 newspapers.
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Animal nEws
Nighttime crash kills horse
on Placitas highway
~BILL DIVEN
Yet another free-roaming horse has
been killed in a vehicle collision on a
dark stretch of State Road 165 in eastern Placitas.
The driver of the Ford F-150 pickup
was not hurt in the crash that was
reported about 10:30 p.m. on June 29
and happened southeast of Camino
Tecolote between the seven and eight
mile markers. The driver, a Placitas
resident, told the investigating deputy
the headlights of an approaching vehicle kept him from seeing the horse
standing in the road.
Local residents arrived with a tractor, took the animal’s body and buried
it on their property, according to the
deputy’s report. The truck sustained
severe damage and was towed from
the scene.

At about 10:00 p.m. on March 26,
2020, a woman driving a Nissan
reported hitting a horse that leaped in
front of her car as she was headed
west near mile marker seven. The car
was badly damaged, but neither she
nor the man and two children on board
were injured.
The horse, however, suffered extensive injuries including broken legs and
was put down by a deputy.
The drivers were not cited in either
incident. As in the later crash, the carcass was removed by a local resident.
Other horses have been injured,
killed outright, or euthanized from collisions on NM 165 and Camino de las
Huertas. While drivers and passengers
have received minor injuries, no fatalities have been reported.

Earlier this year, a Sandoval County contractor surveying the Placitas
horses reported they numbered 160 grouped into 21 roaming bands. The
contractor manages a fertility control program, using darted contraceptives,
and is updating a draft Herd Management Plan that will be presented to the
County Commission.
In its annual report for 2021, contractor Mount Taylor Mustangs tallied
ten foals born during the year compared to seven the previous year and at
least 23 in 2019. Local observers reported three new horses in the band, two
of which had been owned but turned loose by a community member,
according to the report.

Federal rule fails to recover gray wolves
~CHRIS SMITH, WILDEARTH GUARDIANS
This month, Western Environmental Law Center, on behalf of group of conservation organizations that includes WildEarth Guardians, Western Watersheds
Project, Wildlands Network, New Mexico Wild, and Grand Canyon Wolf
Recovery Project, notified the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“Service”) of
their intent to sue the agency under the Endangered Species Act for its failure
to adopt an adequate federal rule for recovering Mexican gray wolves (also
called “lobos”).
The new rule perpetuates many of the same flaws as its 2015 iteration which
was overturned by federal courts in 2018. In the rule published today, the Service maintained its “nonessential” determination for the subspecies, a decision
that depends on the cooperation of private breeding facilities, which have no
legal obligation to recover wolves, and the persistence of a small population of
wolves in Mexico, which is not bound by United States law. Additionally, the
rule provides only temporary reprieve for wolves from being killed for livestock depredations, and lacks provisions to address illegal killings. Importantly,
it also fails to secure a genetic future for wolves, relying instead on sheer numbers of releases rather than diversity metrics.
It is outrageous that, over and over, we have to sue the government agency
tasked with recovering lobos in order to get them to act according to science,
public interest, and the law. But if that’s what it takes, we will go to the mat for
these wolves. They are essential. And they belong.
“Mexican wolves evolved to play a critical role in the ecosystem, and they

deserve a chance to thrive in the landscapes of the Southwest,” said Sally Paez,
a staff attorney for New Mexico Wild. “After forty years of recognition that
Mexican wolves need a lifeline to survive, we urge the Fish and Wildlife Service to incorporate the best available science into its management rule to prevent
the extinction of Mexican wolves and establish a viable, self-sustaining population in the wild.”
“The Service is once again ignoring the science and its clear legal mandate to
manage Mexican wolves in a manner that allows for the true recovery of this
critically imperiled species,” said Kelly Nokes, Shared Earth Wildlife Attorney
for the Western Environmental Law Center. “We stand ready to once again
hold the agency accountable for failing to comply with the Endangered Species
Act’s strict conservation commands.”
“The 2018 court remand, tens of thousands of public comments, notable wolf
scientists, and the Mexican wolves themselves have been saying that the Service must expand the reintroduction area to include suitable wolf habitat north of
Interstate 40, yet the Service failed to take this opportunity to do so. It is unscientific to limit recovery at an arbitrary boundary for a mammal that naturally
travels over hundreds of miles,” said Emily Renn, Executive Director of the
Grand Canyon Wolf Recovery Project.
The Notice of Intent to Sue submitted today starts a sixty-day clock for the
Service to address its failings before the groups will file a complaint in federal
district court.
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A RT S
Poetry event to honor
Kell Robertson
~BARB BELKNAP
For years and years (and years), Placitas has
been a hub for poets, poetry readings, and
poetic writing. To keep the spirit alive, on
Sunday, August 28, renowned Placitas poets
Larry Goodell and G.L. Brower, along with
Santa Fe poets Argos MacCallum and John
Macker, will present a “Poetry Extravaganza”
at Placitas Winery with readings to celebrate the works of their late friend and Placitas/Santa Fe poet/songwriter Kell Robertson.
"Outlaw" poet/songwriter Kell Robertson
(1930-2011) was author of some twenty
books of poetry and three albums of songs.
His poetry was influenced by the work of
W. B. Yeats and Hank Williams. He lived his
final years in the Santa Fe area. Kell was
well-known in the bohemian literary scene
nationally, especially in the North Beach area
of San Francisco.
On August 28, the poets will read in part
from G.L. Brower’s new book Ride Easy!, a
compillation of poetry written about and
inspired by Kell, along with much of Kell’s
own writing.
The Winery doors will open at 3:00 p.m.
and the poetry readings will be from 3:30
until about 5:30. Drinks will be available for
purchase from the bar during the program,
which will be followed by pizza and drinks
for sale until about 7:30 p.m.
Books will be available for purchase and
signing. A minimum cash donation for the
poets is five dollars at the door.
Placitas Winery is at 26 Camino de los
Pueblitos (placitaswinery.com).

Corrales Art Studio
Tour coming soon
~JAN TURRI
The Village of Corrales is open for business
and brings back one of the most anticipated
art and studio tours in New Mexico, the 24th
Annual Corrales Art Studio Tour (CAST). For
one weekend only, August 27 and 28, eighty artists, four galleries, and over fifty student artists from two Corrales elementary schools will show their work at thirty-five venues that
include homes/studios of local artists Corrales bed and breakfast inns, and select local businesses.
CAST attendees will find a wide selection of fine art and
beautifully crafted works for every taste and budget. Art in
contemporary to representational and abstract styles in a variety of media, including watercolors, oils, acrylics, photography, and prints, as well as works in clay, fiber, glass, and metal
will delight the senses at every stop.
View a sample of work by each participating artist at the
Preview Gallery in the Old San Ysidro Church, 966 Old
Church Road in Corrales. The Preview Gallery is open on
August 26, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., and during tour hours: Saturday and Sunday, August 27 and 28, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.
Maps and catalogs will be available online at CorralesArtStudioTour.com, outside the Frontier Mart at the south end of
Corrales, the Preview Gallery at Old San Ysidro Church, and
various local sponsors, galleries, wineries, and art studios
throughout the village.
For details including list of artists, visit: CorralesArtStudioTour.com.
CAST is sponsored by the Corrales Society of Artists
(CSA)—corralessocietyofartists.org—a nonprofit organization
that fosters a vibrant and distinctive artistic community in Corrales and New Mexico through the promotion and exhibition
of emerging and established artists.

San Antonio Mission Holiday Faire returns
~JANICE GRANN
After an absence of two years due to the pandemic, the San Antonio Mission Holiday Faire is returning as
part of the community-wide Placitas Holiday Market weekend—November 19 and 20, from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., each day. The Holiday Faire will be held at the San Antonio Mission in Placitas.
Traditionally, this is a wonderful weekend to display your art work and crafts. We always have outstanding participation and, this year, we are again looking for a variety of artisans to offer their creative items for
sale.
Vendor spaces with tables are available for $45 and spaces for your display table are available at a
reduced rate. We furnish publicity and good signage. Fees benefit the San Antonio Mission.
Interested participants, returnees, and first-timers can enroll and get additional information by contacting
Janice Grann at Janice.grann@gmail.com or (817) 343-9324 or Ruth Clark at 8114rclark@gmail.com or
(484) 944-4597.

Jewelry care and repair classes
Sometimes knowing how jewelry is made can facilitate the care and give a longer life to those beaded treasures. Pam Troutman has studied vintage jewelry and learned from National Instructors on bead-embroidery,
bead-weaving, polymer clay, and metal-working.
On August 13, at 2:00 p.m., in the Gracie Lee Conference Room at Placitas Community Library (PCL),
she will speak on some jewelry basics, construction, cleaning, and care for jewelry, and will talk about her
art. Pam would be happy to look at your jewelry, give advice on proper care, or see if she can help restore
broken or damaged pieces. Pam will also have a basket for unwanted jewelry if you would like to donate
any extra jewelry to nonprofits in New Mexico.
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La Prenda Studio
Bernalillo Arts & Salvage

Friday & Saturday 10-6
No Signs just a Red Umbrella
3 blks West of Abuelita’s
243 W. Calle don Andres

Dorothy Bunny Bowen
presents “Branching
Out” at Wild Hearts

A RT S —
CO N T I N U E D

~JOAN FENIICLE

Placitas Artists Series announces partnership
with Albuquerque Community Foundation
~ALLEN BOURNE, BOARD PRESIDENT, PLACITAS ARTISTS SERIES

The Placitas Artists Series (PAS), a
chamber music and visual arts group
serving Placitas, Albuquerque, Santa Fe,
and surrounding areas, has announced it
selected the Albuquerque Community
Foundation (ACF) to manage its
endowment fund. Based in Albuquerque, the foundation manages more
than $125 million in assets for area notfor-profit groups, in addition to offering
grant opportunities to local community
organizations.
As with most performance- and artbased providers, tickets to our events
constitute only a small part of the funding we need to offer a full season of
programs. The bulk of our operational
funding comes through individual concert sponsorships and both general and
annual donations. Our endowment fund
was established more than 25 years ago,
with the mission to eventually contribute four-to-six percent to our annual
operating budget. While the fund has
grown steadily to this point, by working
with the Albuquerque Community
Foundation, we can see this happening
sooner rather than later through the
fund’s professional management.
Ron Richman, chair of the PAS
Endowment Committee, says that during the review process, ACF stood out
not only because of their financial acu-

men but also for the wealth of experience in other areas that could potentially benefit PAS. “Managing our
endowment fund is just the beginning,”
said Richman. “While we felt it essential to seek experienced fund management and guidance to help fully
leverage our fund’s assets, we are quite
excited about the other services and
opportunities, such as grants and marketing, that could come about through
our relationship.”
September marks the beginning of
PAS’s 36th season of providing monthly
concerts and art exhibitions to the public. In addition to traditional classical
performances featuring soloists and
small ensembles, PAS has expanded its
repertoire to include Grammy Award
and international competition winners in
other musical genres. Performances are
held September through May in the
sanctuary of Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church, which is highly regarded for its
excellent acoustics. Season tickets and
other information can be found at PlacitasArtistsSeries.org.
Placitas Artists Series projects are
made possible in part by New Mexico
Arts, a division of the Department of
Cultural Affairs, and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Mixed media work and wax-resist
paintings on silk by Dorothy Bunny
Bowen will be on display July 26
through August 28 at Wild Hearts
Gallery in Placitas. A reception for
the artist will be held on August 7,
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Bowen grew up in Virginia’s
Shenandoah Valley. She earned a
B.A. in Art, studying printmaking
and lithography. She also holds an
M.A. in Art History from UNM. She
and husband Leland moved to Placitas with two young children in 1975.
In 1980, Bowen was introduced to
batik; she has been working professionally in wax resist ever since. She
connected with other batik artists
around the world, studied with master teachers in Japan, Bali, and
Malaysia and has exhibited her silk
paintings throughout the US.
Standing Raven, sculpture,
Bowen’s recent reconnection with
juniper on granite base,
her early training in painting and an
by Dorothy Bunny Bowen
early love of wood carving has
evolved into the fashioning of sculpture and juniper hangers for her silk paintings.
Bowen says, “I’ve had a lifelong love of trees and their natural beauty
of form. Combining juniper, aspen, and pine with paint, fired clay, and
Japanese batik, this exhibition celebrates our arboreal companions who
exhale the oxygen we inhale and who may well outlive us by centuries.
Cool breezes rustle aspen leaves, which flame out in fall, then mulch icy
winter ground. Tough, twisted junipers send roots out into the dry desert
searching for water. Both species are dioecious (male and female) each
with its own growth habit. One survives in the place where I live, the
other thrives in my high-country retreat.”
The reception will be celebrated with fellowship and refreshments. The
gallery will follow all COVID-19 safety measures in place at the time of
the reception.
Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists’ collective, supported by 16 local
artists. Located at 221-B State Highway 165, the gallery is open Tuesday
through Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday,
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can also take a visual tour of the gallery
by visiting wildheartsgallery.com.
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—UPSTART CROWS

The costumes worn by members of the youth theater troupe known
as the Upstart Crows of Santa Fe give some hint that Shakespeare’s
Midsummer Night’s Dream is not one of his heavy dramas.
The troupe will perform the comedy with elements of fantasy at the
Martha Liebert Public Library at 10:00 a.m. on August 20.

Young Shakespeareans bring comic fantasy
to Bernalillo
—JOSEPH MCKENZIE, DIRECTOR, MARTHA LIEBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Martha Liebert Public Library in Bernalillo will present The Upstart Crows,
a youth Shakespeare troupe, on August 20, at 10:00 a.m. Under the direction of
Caryl Farkas, the troupe has been an important part of Santa Fe’s theatre scene
for over eight years with remarkable success.
The Crows, as they are affectionately called by their many fans, will perform
an uncut, Folio version of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The
comic fantasy contrasts the oppressive, workaday world of daytime with the
healing, nighttime world of sleep where fairies magically resolve the problems
of young love and the human heart.
The actors are ten-to-18 years of age.
At the program, middle and high school students from Bernalillo and surrounding areas may sign up to join the 2022-2023 Youth Shakespeare Festival in
Santa Fe as well as the Library’s inaugural youth troupe, the Siglo de Oro Players, in view of performing Shakespeare and eventually other masterpieces of
Renaissance theatre.
The International Shakespeare Center’s annual Youth Shakespeare Festival
brings together middle school and high school age students with renowned
Shakespeareans from both sides of the pond. This year, students will produce
scenes from Julius Caesar in a festival performance, and in the process develop
skills in critical thinking, close reading, literary analysis, public speaking, dance,
voice, stage combat, and Shakespearean staging.
The Upstart Crows performance will demonstrate the many benefits young
people enjoy in bringing Shakespeare’s plays to life: mastering the disciplines of
the theatre, working within dynamic literary structures, broadening intellectual
horizons of history and culture, and exploring the great, universal truths of our
shared humanity through immortal language. And yes, it’s all tremendous fun as
well!
For additional information, contact the library at 505-867-1440 or visit
Bernalillo Library.org. The Martha Liebert Public Library is located at 124 Calle
Malinche one block west of Bernalillo Town Hall.

Come Shop with Us!
Find us by the roundabout

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely New Mexican gallery features
handcrafted jewelry, copper-work, alabaster sculpture,
Zuni fetish carvings, authentic pueblo pottery, and much more!
Find gifts and collectibles—truly special and exclusive to this area.

GalleriaTamaya

Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa
1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004

OPEN MON-SAT 10AM-6PM & SUN 10AM-5PM
(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

The Best Art in New Mexico
is in Placitas!

Free Web Galleries
for Placitas artists
www.PlacitasArtists.com
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N I G H T S KY
August 2022 Night Sky
~CHARLIE CHRISTMANN
Ah, the summer evenings—when the sun has set and the air
begins to cool is the perfect time to step outside and enjoy the
stars in our night sky. Bring along your binoculars or telescope
for even better views.
This month, look to the east, about 45 degrees above the
horizon to see the Cygnus constellation, known as the “Swan.”
This graceful creature swims along the river of stars that make
up our home galaxy, the Milky Way.
In Greek mythology, there are several different characters
named Cycnus. According to the Constellation Guide [constellation-guide.com], the Cycnus associated with Phaeton is the
most prominent. While racing through the heavens in their
chariots, Cycnus and Phaeton ventured too close to the sun and
burned up. After awaking from his fall, Cycnus began looking
for his friend only to discover Phaeton at the bottom of the Eridanus River. Unable to save his friend, Cycnus made a deal
with Zeus to make Cycnus into a swan so that he could dive
down into the river and retrieve his friend’s body for a proper
burial. Moved by this act, Zeus awarded Cycnus a place in the
heavens as the swan he had become.
To locate the swan, find its brightest star, Deneb, which is
one of the three stars making up the Summer Triangle. Deneb
is the tail of the swan. Located 1400 light-years away, Deneb is
one of the brightest stars known. It is also the most distant star
from our sun that is a first magnitude star. As a giant star, it has
already ended its hydrogen fusion phase and should explode as
a super nova in a few million years. In the meantime, around
the year 9800, Deneb will become the north pole star as the
Earth wobbles on its axis. If you were living on Mars today,
Deneb would be the north pole star there.
At the center of the Northern Cross sits Sadr, the “chest” in
Arabic. It, too is a blue-white supergiant star about 1800 lightyears distant.
The head is denoted by the star, Albireo, a double star visible
in small telescopes. The two stars of Albireo appear as a
brighter yellow star and a fainter blue star. This view is most
likely just a chance alignment and the stars are not gravitationally bound together.
Just behind and a bit below Deneb is NGC 7000, also called
“The North American Nebula.” Yes, it does resemble the shape
of our nation. This bright red patch of gas and dust is an emission nebula and glows due to being heated by the nearby binary
star called Miro’s Diamond. Try binoculars or a small telescope
for the best view.
Also close by is IC5070, the Pelican Nebula, separated from
the North American Nebula by a dark lane of gas and dust.
In the right wing of the swan is a spectacular nebula called
the Veil Nebula. It actually consists of several different regions:
NGC 6960, NGC 6992, NGC 6995, and NGC 6979 being the
brightest. With binoculars, you should be able to find portions
of the nebula under very dark skies. This nebula is the result of
a super nova that occurred about eight-hundred-thousand years
ago.
Then there is the binary star named KIC 9832227. In 2017, I
reported that this close contact binary pair was scheduled to
merge in 2022 and explode into a bright “Red Nova” visible in
our sky with the naked eye. This consists of two stars orbiting
so close that their atmospheres are overlapping as they rapidly
orbit each other every 11 days. Astronomers around the world
were anxious to watch this death spiral and the resulting nova.
Well, there was a hitch in the calculations. It seems there was a
typo in the 1999 observations of KIC 9832227 as one star
eclipsed the other. The resulting 12-hour mistake, now corrected, has thrown a wrench in the excitement. It is highly
unlikely we will see a merger of the two stars any time soon
(i.e. at least a few million years).

(Above:) North American Nebula

PAGE 24 • A UGUST 2022 • S ANDOVAL S IGNPOST • S ERVING

(Below:) Veil Nebula

THE COMMUNITY SINCE

1988

GAUNTLET

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion. Letters are
subject to editing for length, clarity, libel, and other

LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

considerations. Mail to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889,
Placitas, NM, 87043 or send to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

re: Our Lady of the Open Road
What a lovely letter to the Gauntlet in the July Signpost about
Our Lady of the Open Road. She’s claimed victory over a badly
injured knee. Doctors said she’d never walk well. Knowing
this, when you see her, wave because she is a true inspiration
for having overcome a disability by sheer determination and
personal strength. We are so lucky to have her in this community. Each time I wave at her, she grins back—makes my day!
—CHRIS HUBER, Placitas Heights

Eastern Sandoval Citizens (ESCA)
—JEAN ROBERTS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ESCA
Protection of the Buffalo Tract has moved another step forward in the long
process to protect the area from gravel mining. On July 19, the House Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources met to consider oral and written testimony concerning House Bill 5805, the Buffalo Tract Protection Act. The bill,
as well as a similar version introduced in the Senate (Bill 180), is supported by
Sen. Martin Heinrich, Sen. Ben Ray Lujan, Rep. Melanie A. Stansbury, Rep.
Teresa Leger Fernandez, and Rep. Jerry McNerney. Both bills would also protect the Crest of Montezuma and several smaller parcels of land within Placitas.
Oral testimony to the subcommittee explained that “gravel mining is simply
not compatible with residential development as acknowledged by BLM’s own
2010 Mineral Resources report. As residential development has grown, the
adverse impacts on the area’s character have increased. Gravel mines damage
the land, pollute the air, defile the cultural heritage, and deplete the scarce
water supply.”
Written testimony included a letter submitted jointly by the Eastern Sandoval

Citizens Association (ESCA) and Las Placitas Association (LPA). The letter
provided details from Land of Enchantment…or Gravel, a white paper on the
impact of gravel mining on our community. The white paper is available to the
public on ES-CA.org and includes findings on a broad array of topics by subject matter experts, such as the impact of gravel mining on public health, the
environment, the economy, and cultural sites.
The House bill will next move to “markup,” which is the procedure for
adding and discussing any amendments.
ESCA members, please mark October 23 on your calendars to attend the
ESCA annual meeting. We will gather in the Gracie Lee Room of the Placitas
Community Library at 4:00 p.m. for a brief social period and registration, and
then we’ll start the business meeting at 4:30 p.m. We look forward to seeing
you!
The next monthly ESCA meeting will be held on August 8, at 4:00 p.m., in
the Gracie Lee Room of the library.

Las Placitas Association (LPA)
—JOAN FENICLE, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, LPA
Bike/Hike Project: We remain optimistic that the feasibility study for the Bike/Hike Placitas Project will get funded
this year, but it’s a waiting game. We are at the mercy of
grant-funding cycles. Just the study is beyond what LPA
can finance.
Gravel Mining: Last month we reported on the letter
from our congressional delegation to Secretary Haaland
requesting that the BLM lands in Placitas be administratively removed from mineral development, pending passage
of the Safe the Buffalo Tract legislation. On July 19, the
spokesperson for LPA, ESCA, and the Land Protection
Trust gave written and oral testimony to the Natural
Resources Sub-Committee in DC. The testimony is reported
to have been very successful but we are being asked for
more details on the issues of water and economic impact.
See Bill Divens’ article in this issue of the Signpost.
Hikes: The Santa Fe Canyon Preserve has been rescheduled for August 7, leaving from The Merc at 9:00 a.m. If
you previously signed up for the hike, you have been notified. Over the past 21 years, the Nature Conservancy has
turned this 525-acre site into an ecological success story. The preserve offers a thriving bosque, a pond, the ruins of historic dams,
more than 140 species of birds, endangered Northern Leopard Frogs,
and some resident beavers. We will take a leisurely walk along the
gentle 1.5-mile interpretive loop trail. The higher elevation should
provide some respite from the heat. Since everything now is subject
to change, you should make a reservation by emailing us at theboard@lasplacitas.org. Pack a lunch and join us. Carpooling is recommended since parking at the preserve is limited. Additional hikes
are penciled in for September 18 and October 16 with information to
follow.

Aerial view of the expanded gravel mining in Placitas

Pipelines: We have not yet been able to schedule a meeting with the Corps of Engineers to discuss the lack of oversight on recent work done by Kinder Morgan in Las
Huertas Creek, but we are working on it.
Fun Stuff: KUPR has obtained an exciting, 11-piece Latin band, Nosotros, for a
concert at Placitas Winery on August 26, at 7:00 p.m. This will be a lively evening so
put on your dancing shoes and join in. Details at www.kupr.org.
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S I G N P O S T CO M M U N I T Y C A L E N D A R
SOME OF THESE ONGOING LISTINGS ARE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
PLEASE CHECK VIA THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION TO SEE WHEN AND IF THEY ARE HAPPENING.
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho.
Daily: Recreating at Valles Caldera National Preserve. The park landscape
remains open to vehicles along NM-4 and pedestrian/bicycle access along
trails, as designated. For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, go to https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of
events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lectures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information
about the library or each month’s activities, visit
www.riorancholibraries.org.
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and
friends of alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo
United Methodist Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas),
Bernalillo. Maximum: 12 people; masks required. Info: 262-2177.
Second Monday: Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association (ESCA) monthly
meeting. 4 p.m. Held at the Placitas Community Library.
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m.
Held at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org.
Mondays through Saturdays: Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in Bernalillo.
For a complete list of schedules, visit the website
at www.albuquerqueaa.org or call Central Office at 266-1900, open 24/7.
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers’ Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m.
Held at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704
Paseo del Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the
Albuquerque area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or
who are having major changes in their lives. Make new friends and increase
your social life. Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out,
visits to area attractions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah-jongg,
walking, wine tastings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 321-6970.
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel
club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting location.
First Tuesday: Monthly ice cream social hosted by the Kiwanis Club. 6 p.m.
Held at the Paleta Bar in Bernalillo—510 NM Highway 528.
Third Tuesday: Open meeting of the Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7
p.m. Held at Fire Station 41 on highway 165, just east of the Placitas Community Library. Everyone is welcome to attend meetings, whether or not
they have an FCC License.
Third Tuesdays: Bead Society of New Mexico (BSNM) Monthly Membership Meeting. 6-8 p.m. The BSNM’s purpose is to provide for the benefit
and development of our members and the community at large through education, appreciation, and involvement in the field of beads and bead-related
subjects. We do not meet in July or December. Please check our website in
case of occasional changes. Meets at Heights Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, 8600 Academy Road NE. For more information, go to beadsocietyNM.org.
Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval
County (RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1500
Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com.
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide
emergency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator.
We will help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire Station No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net..

Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellowship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC),
500 Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313.
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the southwest corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of
civil legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to the first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. Interpreters and bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all
of their paperwork. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation.
797-6077.
Second Wednesdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG) monthly membership meeting. 6-8 p.m. VACG’s mission is to develop a fellowship
among craftspeople and facilitate a market for crafts. The VACG supports
the “Art of Craft” through exhibitions, education, and public awareness to
promote the development and appreciation of craftspeople and their work.
Meets all months except October, November, and December.
Info: vacgnm@gmail.com, facebook.com/vacgnm, VACGNM.com.
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly membership meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional
art association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in
Don Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio
Rancho. www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or
301-2009.
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans meet. 6:00 p.m.
Held at Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884.
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6
p.m. Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval
Administration Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or
meeting agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500.
Third Wednesdays: Las Placitas Association meets in person. 6 p.m. Visitors
are welcome. Email: theboard@lasplacitas.org for an invitation and further
details.
Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are
open to members and the public for family research. 9 a.m.-Noon.
Bernalillo. Info: 867-2755.
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500
Idalia Road in Bernalillo. All honorably- discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414.
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Auditorium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013.
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors meetings.
At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the
public. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office.
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning
Commission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building,
1500 Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo.
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honorably-discharged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran
benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214.
383-2414.

Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting.
6:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. pathwayswc.wordpress.com.

Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Provides weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family
members, health care providers. Water & light snacks provided. No charge
for meetings. Social outings arranged six times/year. Contact Geri: 6208802.

Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council
Chambers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities
who need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday.
Board meeting agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website (escafca.com)
and at the front desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting.

First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval
County. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del
Pueblo. Sandoval Democrats gather once a month (most months) to welcome speakers, candidates, and government representatives. You pay for
your lunch from the menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org.

Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Placitas Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candidates for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org,
259-5860.

Third Friday: Luncheon of the San-Bern Federation of Republican Women.
Starts at 11:00 a.m. Held at Pelican’s East or West 9800 Montgomery Blvd
NE Albuquerque, NM 87111 and 10022 Coors Blvd NW Albuquerque, NM
87114. Contact Jeanette Nowers-Clark at 505-321-9189
Sanbernfrw1@gmail.com or www.Sanbernfrw.org.

Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women
whose lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics
include: Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy
Relationships, and information about available services. All sessions are
confidential and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church,
corner of Route 528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157.
Tuesday and Thursday: Sandoval County Historical Society is open. 9noon. Photo Archive, Library, and Family Research. Located between Warrior gas station and Santa Ana Star casino on US 550.
Tuesdays, Fridays, and Sundays: Play Pickleball, 1 p.m. Pickleball is a
game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is smaller
than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer want to run and
jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can play, even if they have
never played tennis. Info: 505-934-2649. At Bernalillo Recreation Center.
Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church
Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always welcome. 867-4689, 867-2047.

Saturdays: Los Ranchos Growers’ Market. 8-11 a.m. Local farmers offer
fresh produce, greens, eggs, fruit, honey, jams/jellies, baked goods, jerky,
grass-fed beef, seedlings/plants, flowers, and more. Hot food venders in
attendance as well. Held in Village of Los Ranchos, in Tennis Court Parking
Lot, 6718 Rio Grande Boulevard. Free and vendors accept WIC/Senior discounts. Montoya4664@hotmail.com, 610-9591, or Los Ranchos Growers’
Market on Facebook.
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house
east of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east
of I-25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as
well as dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in need. Donations, volunteers welcome.
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets “Virtual.”
Public is invited. rrnaacp.wixsite.com/website

Second Sundays: Second Sunday Studio Shows. 5 p.m. Live Acoustic
Music. Suggested Donation: $20. Sponsored by Solamente Natural Plaster.
Contact: Kent 205-6010, kent@solamentenaturalplaster.com.
Second Sundays: Placitas Cannabis Cultivators Club. 3-5 p.m. Experienced
or novice growers welcome. Group is designed to help anyone who wants
to grow cannabis do it better. Donations accepted; not required. Contact:
373 8860, luckylouabq@gmail.com, www.meetup.com (Placitas Cannabis
Cultivators Club, Placitas, NM).
July 30: Student film-makers debut in Bernalillo. 8:00 p.m. Student filmmakers will roll their productions about Bernalillo at the Bernalillo Community Museum on Calle Malinche, a half block west of Town Hall.
August 1-7: Sandoval County Fair. Held at the fairgrounds in Cuba. Livestock showing and judging, a gymkana, rodeo, a powwow with dancing,
evening country dancing and a 10:00 a.m. parade through downtown Cuba
on August 6. Details including a full schedule can be found online at SandovalCountyFair.org.
August 3: Jardineros de Placitas monthly meeting. 9:30 a.m. Held at the
Placitas Community Library. This month features food, wine, and travel
writer Carolyn Graham speaking on “New Mexico Food Trails.” She travels
across the Land of Enchantment to identify the state’s best classic dishes
and drinks. Jardineros de Placitas is a social, benevolent, and charitable
community-based organization for residents of Placitas. In addition to
monthly meetings, members support local community organizations, participate in community service projects and host 19 varied interest groups. For
more information, see www.jardinerosdeplacitas.org or contact Linda Lockett at 505-369-8228.
August 5: Artist reception for A Fusion of Color at Amapola Gallery. 47 p.m. 205 Romero, NW, on the Plaza in Old Town ABQ.
August 5: Monthly meeting of the Rio Rancho Astronomical Society.
7:30 p.m. Jayne Aubele of New Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science will present a talk titled, A Half-Century of Venus Geological Exploration and the New Missions to Venus. Held at Rainbow Park Observatory,
301 Southern Boulevard in Rio Rancho (on the north side of the pool). rrastro.org.
August 7: Artist reception for Dorothy Bunny Bowen’s Branching Out
at Wild Hearts Gallery. 1-4 p.m. Located at 221-B State Highway 165 in
Placitas. wildheartsgallery.com.
August 8: Monthly meeting of the Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association (ESCA). 4 p.m. Held in the Gracie Lee Room of the Placitas Community Library.
August 9-11: Música y Mas at Rotary Park in Bernalillo. Aug. 9, 5-10
p.m.; Aug. 10, noon-11 p.m.; Aug. 11, 3-7 p.m. Music, food trucks, kids
jumpers, slides, and more.
August 9-11: 329th annual Las Fiestas de San Lorenzo. TownOfBernalillo.org.
August 13: Jewelry care and repair at Placitas Community Library. 2
p.m.
August 19: “Snorty Horse” band plays at Placitas Winery. 4-8 p.m. Traditional and Ozark songs and dance tunes. Doors open at 4 p.m. Band plays
5-7 p.m. Cash/credit bar. Pizza for sale. 26 Camino de los Pueblitos. Tickets: $15 / children under 11 free; online & at door. Go to: https://www.placitas winery.com/news-and-up-coming-events.
August 19 and 20: 52nd Annual Sheriff’s Posse Rodeo. 6-9 p.m. 1043
Rodeo Lane south of U.S. Highway 550 off Sheriff’s Posse Road or east
from State Road 528 on Venada Plaza Drive to Sheriff’s Posse Road.
August 20: Young Shakespeareans bring A Midsummer Night’s Dream to
Bernalillo. 10 a.m. Held at The Martha Liebert Public Library is located at
124 Calle Malinche one block west of Bernalillo Town Hall. Bernalillo
Library.org.
August 26: “Nosotros” 11-piece band plays fundraiser for KUPR
LPFM. Latin dance music. At Placitas Winery, 26 Camino de los Pueblitos.
Doors open at 6 p.m. Band plays 7-9 p.m. Tickets $22/$27 at kupr.org, the
Merc, and at the door.
August 27: Mountain West Brew Fest. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Held at Loretto Park
in northern Bernalillo behind Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church. Breweries, wineries, and dealers in cider and spirits, plus food vendors and
music. Kid-friendly event with those 12 and under admitted free. You must
be 21 or older with a full permanent ID to purchase a wristband, and everyone under 21 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Only service
animals allowed, no firearms, coolers, picnic baskets, or lawn furniture permitted. MountainWestBrewFest.org.
August 27-28: Corrales Art Studio Tour. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. Maps and
catalogs will be available online at CorralesArtStudioTour.com, outside the
Frontier Mart at the south end of Corrales, the Preview Gallery at Old San
Ysidro Church, and various local sponsors, galleries, wineries, and art studios throughout the village.
August 28: “Poetry Extravaganza!” to celebrate the works of the late
Placitas poet/songwriter Kell Robertson. Renowned poets Larry Goodell,
G.L. Brower, Argos MacCallum, and John Macker will read from 3:00 to
5:30 p.m. Wine, beer, spirits and soft drinks will be available for purchase
during the program, which will be followed by pizza and drinks for sale
until 7:30 p.m. Minimum CASH door donation $5. At Placitas Winery,
26 Camino de los Pueblitos (placitaswinery.com).

Third Saturday: Monthly meeting of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 11 a.m. Held at the Don Newton Community Center, 4900 Kachina Street NW, in Albuquerque. All are
welcome. www.rrnaacp.org/.
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Corrales Senior Center
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
4324-A Corrales Road, 87048, 505-897-3818
Activities vary month to month. The Center also
celebrates special events, and holds holiday parties, birthday socials, dances, and informal presentations. Open gym equipment available daily.
Call the Center for the full Activities Schedule
at (505) 897-3818.

CO M M U N I T Y

Nearly New
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

ONGOING:
Mondays: yoga, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.; Tai Chi
2:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: Zumba, 8:30 a.m.; PWR! Group 2:00
p.m.
Wednesdays: yoga 9:00 a.m.; Bingo 12:30 p.m.
Thursdays: yoga 8:30 a.m.; Project Linus 10
a.m.-2:00 p.m.; PWR! Group 2:00 p.m.
Fridays: line dance 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.; Tai
Chi 2:00 p.m.

AnnuAl BACK to SCHool SAle!
Show your school ID & get up to $30 in FRee clothing.
Don't be tardy! the sooner you come in, the better the selection.
Start your school year off by making a good first impression.
(We cater predominately to women due to space constraints.)
Register to WIn a mini-grant of $300 for your classroom needs.

Placitas Senior Center
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
41 Camino De Las Huertas, 87043, (505) 867-1396
ONGOING:
Mondays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; yoga 9 a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., billiards 3-4 p.m.; open gym 3-4:50 p.m.
Tuesdays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; Pilates 8:15 a.m.; painting class 9:30 a.m.; billiards
12:00-3:00 p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m.
Wednesdays: open gym, 7:30- 8:30 a.m.; Project Linus, 9 a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; chair Zumba gold, 1 p.m.; card games, 1-4 p.m.; Tai Chi, 1-3:30 p.m.
Thursdays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; Pilates, 8:15 a.m.; yoga, 9:30 a.m.; beading, 1-4
p.m.; billiards, 1-4 p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m.
Fridays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; enhanced fitness, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; billiards
and Bingo, 1:30-4:00; open gym, 3:30-4:50 p.m.
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
August 3: Roadrunner Food Pantry pick up at the Bernalillo senior center at 8:00 a.m.
August 8: Shopping Trip, 1:00 p.m. Walmart, Walgreen’s, Albertson’s, Dollar Tree
August 16: Birthday social and health checks with the Sandoval county fire and rescue
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
August 21: Card-making class with Cathy Morgan

Bernalillo Senior Center activities

Complete a simple request form—our board will select up to 5 recipients.
836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM 87004 • 771-8228
bound4success.org • OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

T H E A N I M A L H OT L I N E
To help reunite lost/found pets with their people.
If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,
email the information to:

email@sandovalsignpost.com
We will place it in the upcoming issue at no charge.
If the animal you reported no longer needs
attention, please email the Signpost by the
20th of the month to have the listing removed.
LOST DOG: FEMALE, WHITE, POODLE MIX—12 pounds. Red leather
collar with tags with address, bell, and chip implanted. Friendly and loves
people, named Gali. On July 2 she disappeared from fenced garden at 32
Chamisa Road, in Ranchos de Placitas, between Library and Juniper Road.
She is deeply missed and owner is worried that wild animals have killed her.
Reward offered! Please call 505-771-0645.

The Animal Hotline is a free animal-friendly service of the Signpost.

AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
801 Rotary Park, Bernalillo 87004 • (505) 867-9448
ONGOING:
Mondays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Bingo 10 a.m.
Tuesdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Moe Fit/Holistic Fitness,
Mind, and Body 10:30 a.m.; Yoga 3:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: open gym, billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Tai Chi 1:30 p.m.
Thursdays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Yoga 10:30 a.m.; Bingo
12:30 p.m.
Fridays: open gym and billiard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Mexican Train Dominoes
12:30 p.m.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
August 3: Roadrunner Food Bank Distribution 8:00 a.m.
August 5: Local shopping 1:00 p.m.
August 15: Walmart shopping day! 1:00 p.m.
August 17 Bingo at Corrales Senior Center
August 17: Echo Commodities 9:00 a.m.
August 24: ABQ BioPark Aquarium
August 26: Billiard game day! 10 a.m.; Birthday Social 12:30 p.m.

Sandoval County senior centers lunch menu
August 1: green chile chicken stew, Spanish rice, corn, flour tortilla, garden salad, fruit
cocktail
August 2: pulled pork sandwich, baked beans, green beans, garden salad, applesauce,
cookie
August 3: tropical chicken pasta salad, whole-wheat roll, coleslaw, peaches
August 4: hot dog, corn, baked beans, watermelon, cookie
August 5: tuna and egg salad sandwich, lettuce, tomato, coleslaw, Italian pasta salad,
orange
August 8: honey mustard chicken breast, yellow rice, veggies, bacon and green pea
salad, whole-wheat roll, pears
August 9: chef salad, croutons, club crackers, melon, pudding
August 10: chicken parmesan, pasta, marinara sauce, Italian vegetables, Caesar salad,
breadstick, cantaloupe
August 11: red chile cheese enchiladas, black beans, corn and rice, garden salad, fruit
August 12: pepperoni pizza casserole, veggies, creamy cucumber salad, garlic breadstick, fruit, cookie
August 15: artichoke chicken, herbed orzo/rice, veggies, garden salad, whole-wheat
roll, pear
August 16: BBQ rib sandwich, ranch beans, veggies, macaroni salad, peaches

August 17: meatloaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, mixed veggies, garden salad, biscuit,
cantaloupe
August 18: beef burritos, pinto beans, Spanish rice, shredded lettuce tomato, cantaloupe, cookie
August 19: General Tso chicken, rice, veggies, garden salad, sweet roll, orange, fortune
cookie
August 22: Country Fried Steak, mashed potatoes, gravy, mixed veggies, garden salad,
biscuit, fruit cocktail
August 23: ham and cheese sandwich, lettuce, tomato, coleslaw, Italian pasta salad,
watermelon, cookie
August 24: Santa Fe chicken, cilantro lime rice, zucchini and onions, garden salad,
flour tortilla, applesauce
August 25: four-cheese lasagna, veggies, Caesar salad, garlic breadstick, grapes
August 26: fish filet sandwich, rice pilaf, veggies, kaleslaw, banana
August 29: Salisbury Steak, onion gravy, mashed potatoes, gravy, cabbage, garden
salad, biscuit, apple
August 30: chicken Caesar wrap, tomato, romaine lettuce, parmesan cheese, summer
salad, fruit, peaches
August 31: spaghetti and meatballs, Italian vegetables, Caesar salad, garlic breadstick
orange
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LALO’S PICS
Email your animal photos to “Lalo” at:
email@sandovalsignpost.com

Early last night I took this photo of the monsoon rains
just as the sun was setting. It was taken with my iPhone
and I did not enhance it in any way.
—BUDD BERKMAN

Hey, Lalo, Bee happy!
—JUDY GORDON, BERNALILLO

Hello Lalo, I really enjoyed the photos from last month! I would like
to remind everyone to slow down and watch for baby quail crossing the
road. I have seen several large groups this year. I was lucky enough
to have a large group of Gambel’s chicks come into my yard with their
parents. I had an adult male Gambel’s take time to doing a little grooming
on a fence post (above).
—MALINDA MARKER

(To right) My Bullock’s Oriole
dropped by for a bit of grape jelly.
—MALINDA MARKER
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Paws N’ Claws Pet Care
In-Home Pet Care serving:
Placitas, Corrales & Rio Rancho
Overnight Pet Care: Marie Gallegos
Drop-In Pet Care: Deb Stichmann

(505) 440-0875

ENGLISH TUTOR—Professional with 20+ yrs. experience, elementary, middle school, high school, and college
students. Certified in teaching reading and writing, and
M.A. English. Free evaluation by Zoom or in-person.
Fully vaccinated. Call or text Brian King, 505-235-9356.

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor
Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele, Theory • All ages/styles

Insured/Bonded

More info on my website: chrisfusion.com

Deb Stichmann
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com

LESSONS via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime, or in Studio
B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching

FIRST CLASS FREE with 1 month sign-up.
505-980-4322 • chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~
Donations accepted for payment.

Call Moises—321-3600

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature
Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

CLEAN IING
DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,
plus your tile, grout and stone
867-4493 • www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC

A N N O U N CE M E N T S
WE'RE BACK! SHANGRI-LA WEST GALLERY
will reopen September 3, 2022 and every 1st & 3rd
Saturday of the month 11am-4pm, or by appointment.
Please call 575-829-4676 for more information.
10703 NM-4, Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024. Looking
forward to seeing you!

C L A SS I F I E D S
To place a classified ad,
email your ad or questions to:
email@sandovalsignpost.com
(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.)
For further information, visit:
www.sandovalsignpost.com
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810.

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
~ CO N T I N U E D ~

$75,000 - JEMEZ SPRINGS -3 .5 ACRES. Gently
sloping land with well and septic, located south of Jemez
Springs, just off HIghway 4. No restrictions! Includes
12x24 garage/storage building. Placitas Realty 505-8678000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266
placitasdave@gmail.com.

$60,000 - ACRE LOT IN PLACITAS. Level building
site in Ranchos de Placitas with sweet Sandia views! The
lot includes water, electric & cable. Reasonable
covenants. Owner/Broker: Dave Harper, Placitas Realty
505-263-2266 or 505-867-8000
placitasdave@gmail.com.

$158,000 - 10 ACRES IN PLACITAS! Already platted
as 3 separate lots, this is ridge top land with 360 degree
views! Water & electricity are already there! Owners are
selling all 3 lots together for one price. Dave Harper,
Placitas Realty placitasdave@gmail.com 505-867-8000
or 505-263-2266.

~ Family-owned business in Bernalillo ~
One-time cleaning (for moving or special events)
or Weekly • Bi-monthly • Monthly
Licensed • FREE ESTIMATES • References provided

Call 505-379-8652

FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND

AUCTIONS

$60,000 - RIO RANCHO. Level lot with City Water!
Less than 1,000 feet off paved road. Dave Harper 505263-2266 Placitas Realty 505-867-8000
placitasdave@gmail.com.

$95,000 - 1.3 ACRES NEXT TO PUEBLO LAND.
Convenient lot with backing up to Sandia Pueblo land on
the south side of Highway 165 in western Placitas! Commanding views! Water & electricity are close by. Located
just 3.5 miles from I-25. Dave Harper 505-263-2266
Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

MOVIE PRODUCER’S RELOCATING
ESTATE ONLINE AUCTION
Open for bidding NOW closing Sunday AUGUST 14 starting at 6 PM

See www.spectrumauctionllc.com for overview:
GO TO the live bidding site to view all items , register and
participate in this sale—www.dukecityauctions.com
LIVE PRVIEW SAT. AUG. 13 FROM 1-6 on West Side of ABQ near
Ouray and Coors. CALL/TEXT JAKE FOR ADDRESS: 505-228-9600
TERMS : Cash or Credit • Pickups Tues. & Wed Aug. 16 & 17 from 10-6
House full of Mexican Pine Furniture, Corner Breakfast Nook, Bunkbeds,
Designer Office Module, Real Leather Sofa & Loveseat, Complete Home Gym,
Collectibles, Wristwatch & Barbie Collections, Signed Unser Memorabilia,
Vintage Movie Posters, Movie Star Photos, Jewelry, Tools,
Large Rubbermaid Storage Shed. More being unpacked this week.

Spectrum Auction LLC 505-228-9600
Your Friendly Local Auctioneer

$1,200,000 - PANORAMIC VIEWS! Ridge top home in
Placitas on paved road in Placitas with unbeatable views
of city lights, sunsets, Sandias and Jemez. Fantastic floor
plan that is great for entertaining! Over 4,000 sq. ft. with
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 living areas, office, formal dining and more! Community water and underground utilities. Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 Dave Harper
505-263-2266 placitasdave@gmail.com.

—“FOR SALE-HOMES / LAND,” continued next column

Rick DeVoss
505-267-7292

505-792-5544
12836 Lomas, NE, #G,
ABQ 87112

Associate Broker with over 4 Decades of
Experience Selling Real Estate Properties.
Decorated Air Force Veteran of the Vietnam War
Serving Placitas, Bernalillo, Rio Rancho & ABQ.
ARE YOU READY TO MOVE...?
email ~ PlacitasRealtor@gmail.com
Contact us for a free Market Analysis
of the value of your home
—“FOR SALE-HOMES / LAND,” continued next page
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C L A SS I F I E D S

G RO U N D W O R K
LANDSCAPING

HELP

W A N TE D

~ CO N T I N U E D ~

RENTER/HOUSEKEEPER WANTED IN
PLACITAS—900 sq. ft. private furnished apartment with separate entrance provided. Trade work
for rent on per hour basis. Utilities, Internet, and TV
included. Household duties, cleaning, light yard
work, light personal assistance, occasional errands.
Rent and hourly pay to be negotiated. Available
September. References required. Must be Covid
vaccinated. It is expected that the person could have
other employment, as well. Call 505 270-8151. Pls
leave msg.

~ CO N T I N U E D ~
FOR SALE:
HOMES / LAND
~ CO N T I N U E D ~

LYNN KOCH, CRS, 3+ DECADES IN REAL ESTATE
Realty One of New Mexico • Call (m) 505-379-2289,
(o) 883-9400 or e-mail lynn@placitasrealestate.com
VISIT www.PlacitasRealEstate.com

YOUR “GO–TO” SITE FOR PLACITAS INFORMATION!
LOT 67, JEMEZ ROAD: Spectacular Sandia Mountains view
on this easy building site on a ridge in Ranchos de Placitas.
Lovely west and mesa views also. Fully improved with
community water, electric, telephone and cable tv.
3.14 acres $120,000.

FOR SALE:
M I S CE L L A N E O U S
FOR SALE: 14 FT ALUMINUM BOAT AND
TRAILER—15hp outboard, electric trolling motor,
GPS and fish finders, floor deck and swivel sets.
Many fishing extras. $2000. Call 505-385-4529.
REBUILDING TOGETHER SANDOVAL COUNTY
854 Camino Don Tomas, #2, Bernalillo, 87004
OPEN to public: Saturdays only, 10 AM to 2 PM
New items arriving weekly. Masks required.
Deliver charity donations to facility
during store hours on Saturdays, or call 896-3041,
or email: help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
We will provide you with a tax receipt.

G RO U N D W O R K
LANDSCAPING

WHELCHEL
Landscaping and Construction Co.
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY on
Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paver Patios,
Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more!
We’re Specialists in
LANDSCAPING & OUTDOOR LIVING

Sprinkler & Drip Systems
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work
Block Walls & Stucco Work
Additions & Remodels
Kiva Fireplaces • Banco Seating
Outdoor Kitchens • Portals • Decks
Patio Covers • Retaining Walls
Terracing • Sod • Gravel & Planting

25+ YEARS XERISCAPE
DESIGN, CONSULTATION
& MAINTENANCE
(One time/or Monthly)

505-440-0875

bloomingnative@gmail.com

CALL/TXT: SALLY HALL—505-695-0243

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla
at 505-379-8890.
DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps,
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts,
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981.
—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,”
continued next column

Towapa LLC Photography & Backdrops
In scenic Placitas,
along Las Huertas Creek

PRODUCT
PHOTOGRAPHY
• studio
• outdoor
PORTRAITURE
• personal brand
• families
• pets

Call 221-8052
References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #380846
A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

Country cottage gardens using native plants & permaculture

Lic./Ins.
Placitas resident
Rec. by Angie
Free estimates

S E R V I CE S

If you can imagine it, we can create it.

a H IGH & D RY L ANDSCAPES a

BLOOMING
NATIVE GARDENS

LOOKING FOR A JOB?—We need a salesperson
who is mature, responsible, trustworthy, and can
climb a ladder. It will be two or three days a week
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m..
They will be required to work a Saturday or Sunday.
Call Deborah at Galleria Tamaya in Bernalillo:
505-771-6081 or 505-250-2478.

Txt/call Juliet (505) 803-8060 • www.TowapaLLC.com

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship. Professional
service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC paint products. Insured.
Check references at nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a
free estimate. 505-699-6253.

H E A LT H / S P I R I T
Reiki by January

think better • sleep better • heal better
relaxing therapy for positive change
www.reikibyjanuary.com 806-239-9809
Available Tues.-Sat. by appointment
3 Homesteads Rd, Ste E, Placitas, NM 87043

Mention this ad—Get $10 Off your first session!

RIVERSTONE CATE CLARK MASSAGE THERAPY
MT#4607 is NM state board licensed and Covid Safe certified.
BCTMB national board and ABMP certified.
Deep Tissue, Swedish Hot Stones, Craniosacral,
Vodder certified, Lymph Drainage Therapy.
4 Post Office Place #A, in the Village, east side of cemetery.

Find the Signpost online at

www.sandovalsignpost.com

riverstonecate.com • 505-401-4015
Open M-F by appointment
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S E R V I CE S — CO N T I N U E D
Adobe Handyman Services

A Friendly Reminder . . .

HA
H
AN
NDYMA
DY
YM
MA
AN
N

from Placitan
Jim’s ABR SEPTIC, (A Better Rate)

Call 505-898-TANK
or 505-900-4862
Call/Text Anytime—Same Day Service

Emergency SEPTIC Service

I do it alll!
Tile Framing Drywall
Stucco Plaster Painting
Windows Doors Roofs
Stonework Adobe Landscaping
No
small
No job
job ttoo
oo sm
all!
FREE
ESTIMATES!
FREE E
ST
S
TIMA
AT
TES!
Call
Scott
Call S
cotttt 3600-2394
40-5269

Always Saving the Day! And we’re local!
FREE filter & enzymes with service.
FREE tank locates.
Owner Operator 35 yrs. exp • Lic./Bonded/Insured

DAVE’S
BOBCAT SERVICE

POB 1272
Placitas, NM 87043

New Horizon Window Cleaning Co.

Painting by
United Services
Residential • Commercial
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext.
General Maintenance
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

• Reliable, friendly, top-professional service
• Free estimates • Satisfaction guaranteed
• Owner-operator 25 years experience
• 20 panes inside and out—$99
Each additional pane $4 • screens $3 ea.

Enjoy The Sun—Get Your Windows Done!

Call Henrik Wils today • 505-366-8935

505.250.6646
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Placitas

Pool & Spa Service
✃

Complete
Service • Repair • Maintenance

797-9680

Dirt Removal
Trash Haul • Grading
Tree/Brush Removal
Gravel • Driveways
Snow Removal • Backhoe

Licensed
& Insured

Call 505-264-1062
“Serving Sandoval
County since 1996”

Firewood for Sale
Horse stall
Clean-Up!

NEW MEXICO RUBBISH REMOVAL
WEEKLY TRASH SERVICE
• Serving the Placitas Area
• Bi-weekly recycling available
• Offering assistance
to elderly & disabled
• Placitas owned & operated

Call Jon Dominguez • 239-3971

Pool & Spa Techs

Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

”WAX SEAL”
A stereogram
by GARY PRIESTER
TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM:
Hold the image close to your
wide open eyes and look “through”
the image, not focusing on it, then
slowly move the image away
maintaining the blurred focus.
Let your brain work to see the
hidden image in 3D. Visit:
facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms
to see images that change each week
or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.
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